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Health  Department, 

59,  Waterloo  Road, 
Wolverhampton. 

Tel:  Wolverhampton  27811 
October,  1970. 

To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  Wolverhampton  for  1969.  Dr.  J.  F.  Galloway,  who 
presented  to  you  the  preceding  19  reports,  retired  in  February  1969 
after  completing  33  years  as  a  county  borough  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  In  this  introduction  I  am  continuing  the  tradition  of 
presenting  the  salient  features  of  the  year’s  record  and  begin  with 

Vital  Statistics 

Although  live  births  in  Wolverhampton  in  1969  exceeded  deaths 
by  2,010,  the  estimated  population  declined  by  320  to  264,520;  the 
General  Register  Office  attributes  this  apparent  decline  to  earlier 
estimates  probably  being  too  high,  and  it  will  not  be  possible  to  have 
a  more  accurate  figure  until  the  Census  of  April  1971. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  under  15  years  of  age  and  the 
marriage  rate  continue  to  be  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  figures 
for  England  and  Wales  indicating  that  Wolverhampton  still  has  a 
relatively  youthful  population. 

The  birth  rate  declined  slightly  as  it  did  for  England  and  Wales. 
Infant  mortality  rose  from  24  to  26  deaths  per  thousand  live  births 
and  was  substantially  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  18 
per  thousand.  There  were  15  additional  deaths  among  babies  aged 
between  one  month  and  a  year,  the  majority  of  these  being  from 
respiratory  infections  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  when 
influenza  was  present  in  the  town  on  an  epidemic  scale  for  the  first 
time  since  1956. 

The  death  rate  was  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  due  almost 
entirely  to  more  people  dying  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract 
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and  of  the  heart  and  circulation;  a  third  of  the  additional  deaths 
occurred  among  men  aged  45-64  and  most  of  the  remainder  among 
men  and  women  aged  65  years  and  over;  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
fell  from  17  to  14;  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  a  preventable 
disease,  rose  by  15  (11  were  women)  to  154  (133  men  and  21  women). 


Objectives 

The  next  logical  step  after  enumeration  of  the  facts  of  life  and 
death  in  Wolverhampton  is  a  reminder  of  the  agreed  national  objectives 
which  our  services  are  striving  to  attain  locally.  In  order  of  priority 
these  are: — 

PREVENTION  of  illness  and  maintenance  of  health.  This  is 
most  complicated  because  it  requires  planned  investment  in  housing, 
education  and  social  welfare  as  well  as  in  public  health  environmental 
and  early  treatment  services. 

CARE  AT  HOME  provided  by  general  practitioners  and  local 
authority  domiciliary  nursing  and  social  services  for  the  majority  of 
illnesses  and  conditions. 

HOSPITAL  CARE  provided  for  the  minority  of  illnesses  and 
conditions  where  specialist  care  is  essential. 

Local  authority  services  are  clearly  involved  in  the  first  two 
objectives  and  the  importance  given  to  domiciliary  services  is  the 
consequence  of  substantial  investment  in  housing,  which  as  well  as 
helping  to  maintain  health  and  improve  the  quality  of  human  life 
generally,  also  provides  an  effective  framework  for  a  comprehensive 
medical  service. 

In  Wolverhampton  the  present  public  expenditure  on  health 
services  consists  of  approximately  £3.2  million  on  hospital  and  specialist 
services,  £2.1  million  on  general  medical,  pharmaceutical,  ophthalmic 
and  dental  services  and  £839,000  on  services  provided  by  the  local 
health  authority. 

The  remainder  of  this  introduction  illustrates  how  the  services 
of  your  Health  Department  strive  to  obtain  the  above  objectives. 
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Environmental  Services  to  improve  living  and  working  conditions. 
Further  progress  was  made  with  slum  clearance:  six  areas  involving 
104  houses  in  Bushbury  and  parts  of  Wednesfield,  Bilston  and  Coseley 
were  represented  for  action,  together  with  55  individual  unfit  houses. 
It  was  not  possible,  however,  to  implement  two  smoke  control  areas 
and  no  further  progress  was  made  with  the  fluoridation  of  drinking 
water  to  prevent  dental  decay  among  children.  There  was  no  net 
change  in  the  number  of  whole-time  staff  in  post. 

Health  Education  to  encourage  personal  responsibility  for  health. 
A  modest  expansion  has  attempted  to  meet  the  increasing  requests 
from  schools  and  community  organisations  for  talks  and  information 
on  a  wide  range  of  health  topics.  The  in-service  training  course  at 
the  Technical  Teachers’  Training  College  is  becoming  an  annual 
event,  following  its  success  in  stimulating  group  activities  and  inter¬ 
disciplinary  discussion.  Leaflets  in  three  languages  about  infant 
feeding  and  gastroenteritis  were  designed  during  the  year  and  have 
proved  helpful. 

Domiciliary  Services. 

The  Home  Nursing  Services  has  continued  to  meet  a  steadily 
increasing  case  load  as  the  number  of  elderly  persons  in  the  population 
rises.  At  the  other  end  of  life,  there  was  only  a  reduction  of  49  in  the 
number  of  births.  Nevertheless,  midwives  have  been  able  to  extend 
their  services  to  take  blood  from  the  newborn  for  the  Guthrie  test  to 
exclude  phenylketonuria  (a  very  rare  genetic  defect  causing  severe 
mental  handicap  if  untreated).  Recruitment  of  all  nursing  staff  has 
remained  a  problem  and  the  total  whole-time  equivalent  of  staff  was 
0.4  less  than  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increased  interest,  both  nationally 
and  locally  in  the  attachment  of  domiciliary  nursing  staff  to  groups 
of  general  practitioners.  The  Superintendent  of  Flome  Nurses  and 
myself  therefore  began  in  October  to  visit  each  of  the  hundred 
practitioners  in  the  town  to  discuss  whether  it  was  possible  to  make 
a  more  effective  use  of  the  nurses’  skills  in  a  group  general  practice. 

I  propose  to  report  on  our  findings  in  due  course. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  a  small  increase  of  12  in  whole-time 
equivalent  of  home  help  staff  which  has  gone  some  way  to  meeting  the 
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demands  of  the  elderly  for  this  important  service.  Unfortunately, 
chiropodists  are  still  difficult  to  recruit  to  the  town  and  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  replace  all  those  who  have  left  this  year.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  those  remaining  have  continued  to  give  a  most  valuable  service, 
improving  the  mobility  of  the  elderly. 

Clinics  are  a  valuable  resource  for  the  domiciliary  services  as 
they  provide  a  base  with  good  working  conditions  that  are  an  advan¬ 
tage  to  patients  and  staff  alike.  During  the  year  the  Penn  Clinic  at 
Wakeley  Hill  came  into  use  and  has  already  proved  its  value  to  the 
neighbourhood  as  well  as  relieving  pressures  on  two  other  clinics. 
New  features  recently  have  been  the  leasing  of  land  adjoining  the 
clinic  at  Parkfields  to  a  group  of  general  practitioners  to  build  their 
own  surgery  accommodation  and  at  Warstones  Clinic  accommodation 
has  been  rented  to  two  separate  practitioners  on  a  joint-user  basis. 

Recently  there  has  been  a  re-awakening  of  interest  in  the  care 
of  pre-school  children,  whether  at  day  nurseries  (for  those  whose 
mothers  need  to  be  at  work),  nursery  schools  or  playgroups,  and 
particularly  in  industrial  areas  where  there  is  often  overcrowding 
and  an  environment  hostile  to  the  natural  social  and  educational 
development  of  young  children.  During  the  year  a  play  group 
assistant  was  appointed  to  work  with  health  visitors  to  organise  the 
arrangements  for  the  provision  and  supervision  of  child  minders  and 
play  groups  throughout  the  town.  A  grant  was  received  from  the 
Government’s  Urban  Aid  Programme  for  a  nursery  teacher  to  do  this 
work  and  she  has  contributed  much  to  the  improved  facilities  now 
available  for  young  children  in  many  parts  of  the  town. 

In  September  Dr.  John  Aspin,  Chest  Physician,  retired  because  of 
illhealth  from  his  joint  appointment  with  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  local  authority.  In  addition  to  his  hospital  work 
he  was  responsible  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  the  ascertainment  and  after-care  of 
patients  with  the  disease.  During  the  period  1954  to  1969  Dr.  Aspin 
was  a  great  support  to  the  Health  Department  in  its  preventive  work 
and  the  annual  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  the  town  dropped  from 
27  to  4  per  100,000.  In  particular,  the  younger  generation  owe 
much  to  his  advice  and  vision  for  the  introduction  of  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tion  for  Wolverhampton  school  children  as  long  ago  as  1955. 
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Mental  health  services  based  on  the  home  and  day  centre  are 
an  important  and  expanding  section  of  the  Health  Department.  In 
May  the  Adult  Training  Centre  at  Stow  Health  Lane  was  opened  to 
provide  the  first  purpose-built  centre  for  adults  in  the  east  of  the 
Borough.  It  is  proving  to  be  a  well  designed  and  attractive  building, 
and  with  an  enthusiastic  Manager  and  staff  it  is  already  taking  an 
effective  part  in  the  local  community.  The  building  of  the  new 
hospital  psychiatric  unit  is  now  clearly  visible  at  New  Cross  and  will 
shortly  present  an  unrivalled  opportunity  to  produce  a  comprehensive 
service  for  the  mentally  ill  in  this  Borough. 

Finance 

The  residents  of  Wolverhampton,  through  their  Town  Council, 
are  entitled  to  know  what  the  various  services  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  including  the  Ambulance  Service,  cost  them  as  ratepayers  and 
taxpayers. 

In  1969  £139,000  was  spent  on  the  ambulance  service;  £94,000 
on  administration  and  general  (including  central  establishment 
charges  of  £39,000);  £124,000  on  mental  health;  £86,000  on  domi¬ 
ciliary  midwifery;  £77,000  on  home  helps;  £67,000  on  sanitation; 
£57,000  on  health  visiting;  £52,000  on  home  nursing;  £48,000  on 
clinics;  £36,000  on  day  nurseries;  £23,000  on  other  services  for 
mothers  and  young  children,  including  welfare  foods,  dental  treatment, 
care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  family  planning;  £12,000  on  vaccina¬ 
tion  and  immunisation;  £11,000  on  chiropody;  £9,000  on  prevention 
of  illness,  care  and  after-care  and  £4,000  on  mortuaries.  The  total 
cost  to  the  ratepayers  of  £839,000  represents  a  charge  on  every 
inhabitant  of  Wolverhampton  of  Is.  3s.  per  week. 

How  does  Wolverhampton’s  expenditure  on  its  National  Health 
Service  responsibilities  compare  with  that  of  other  health  authorities  ? 
In  the  financial  year  1968/69  the  expenditure  on  local  authority  health 
services  per  thousand  population  varied  in  the  County  Boroughs  of 
England  and  Wales  from  £1,987  to  £3,977.  The  average  expenditure 
for  the  83  County  Boroughs  was  £2,783  and  for  Wolverhampton  it  was 
£2,518;  this  means  that  if  the  average  net  expenditure  per  unit  of 
the  population  on  health  services  in  all  the  83  County  Boroughs  in 
England  and  Wales  is  represented  as  100  per  cent  for  the  year  ending 
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31st  March  1969,  then  Wolverhampton’s  net  expenditure  for  the 
same  period  was  90  per  cent.  On  individual  items  Wolverhampton’s 
expenditure  was  above  the  average  on  immunisation  and  vaccination 
(269  per  cent),  midwifery  (154  per  cent),  clinics  (117  per  cent),  day 
nurseries  (104  per  cent)  and  health  visiting  (104  per  cent);  it  was  below 
average  on  the  ambulance  service  (99  per  cent,  mental  health  (78  per 
cent),  home  nursing  (69  per  cent),  home  helps  (65  per  cent),  and 
prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care  (54  per  cent). 


Targets 

A  review  of  the  year’s  work  cannot  close  without  mention  of  the 
future. 

The  prevention  of  pollution  in  all  its  forms  is  now  a  worldwide 
aim,  and  in  an  industrial  area  the  cleaning  of  the  air  we  breathe 
and  the  food  and  drink  that  sustains  us  must  be  a  continuing  challenge. 
The  technical  knowledge  to  do  this  is  available,  it  is  the  cost  of 
cleanliness  that  we  must  all  be  prepared  to  bear  both  as  individuals 
and  as  a  corporate  authority. 

One  of  the  simple  preventive  measures  yet  to  be  implemented  in 
Wolverhampton  is  the  fluoridation  of  drinking  water  which  has  been 
shown  to  be  both  safe  and  effective  in  reducing  dental  decay  during 
the  growing  period  of  life.  A  section  of  the  population  whose 
growth  has  ceased  still  needs  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  nothing 
to  lose  as  well  as  everything  to  gain  by  agreeing  to  help  the  youngest 

generation. 

A  distressing  feature  of  modern  life  is  the  steady  increase  in 
self-inflicting  disease.  It  is  obvious  that  there  are  more  opportunities 
for  fatal  and  crippling  accidents  and  abuse  of  drugs,  but  also  deaths 
from  heart  and  chest  disease  among  middle  aged  men  continue  slowly 
but  relentlessly  to  increase.  The  precise  causes  of  coronary  disease, 
lung  cancer  and  bronchitis  continue  to  elude  medical  science,  never¬ 
theless  it  is  clear  that  cigarette  smoking,  lack  of  exercise  and  over-eating 
are  involved  in  the  development  of  these  crippling  conditions.  The 
overweight  smoker  who  uses  mechanical  transport  for  all  journeys 
over  75  yards  is  destroying  himself  just  as  effectively  as  the  teenager 
on  heroin  or  L.S.D.,  and  our  health  education  service  must  attempt 
to  meet  his  needs  also. 
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If  domiciliary  services  are  to  function  elfectively,  they  need 
to  be  accommodated  adequately  and  strategically  in  the  community. 
To  this  end  your  three-year  capital  programme  includes  provision  for 
a  health  centre  or  clinic  each  year.  Similarly,  in  the  field  of  mental 
health  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  a  25  place  hostel  each  year 
until  we  can  offer  comparable  facilities  to  those  already  available 
for  the  elderly  in  modern  purpose-built  homes.  Finally,  however 
difficult  it  may  be  to  anticipate  future  trends  of  the  birth  rate,  it  is 
clear  enough  that  persons  aged  65  and  over  in  our  Borough  will  be 
increasing  steadily  in  numbers  from  26,000  in  1966  to  about  37,000 
in  1981  and  the  services  they  require  will  need  to  be  increased 
accordingly. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  loyalty  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  in  this  my 
first  year  of  office,  and  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Dr. 
Galloway  who,  because  of  his  fairness  and  good  leadership,  left  a 
happy  and  well  organised  department. 

All  members  of  the  Health  Department  are  grateful  to  the 
Council,  and  particularly  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  support. 

F.  N.  GARRATT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
A.  Summary  of  Statistics 


1.  Comparison  of  Statistics 


Population 

1949 

160,000 

1959 

146,100 

1968 

264,840 

1969 

264,520 

Area  in  Acres 

9,126 

9,126 

17,004 

17,004 

Inhabited  Houses 

43,562 

46,228 

85,451 

86,004 

Birth  Rate  (live) 

(per  1 ,000  population) 

18.1 

16.2 

19.2 

19.0 

Death  Rate 

(per  1,000  population) 

11.2 

12.9 

10.6 

11.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  live  births) 

38.9 

21.1 

24.0 

26.0 

Still  Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births) 

26.7 

24.0 

19.0 

17.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births) 

0.3 

0.4 

0.38 

0.39 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

(per  1,000  population) 

1.42 

1.96 

2.05 

2.12 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

(per  1 ,000  population) 

0.60 

0.09 

0.07 

0.05 

Pulmonary  only 

0.56 

0.07 

0.04 

0.04 

Rateable  Value  £1,035,677 

£2,062,289 

£12,929,547 

£13,246,654 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£4,229 

£8,299 

£53,600 

£55,850 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1969 


Population  (Registrar-General’s 
mid-year  estimate)  264,520 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2,292 

2,318 

4,610 

Illegitimate 

218 

205 

423 

Total 

2,510 

2,523 

5,033 

19.0 

per  1 ,000  population 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

38 

40 

78 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Total 

43 

44 

87 

0.33 

per  1 ,000  population 

17.0 

per  1 ,000  total  births 

Deaths 

1,642 

1,381 

3,023 

11.4 

per  1,000  population 

Natural  Increase 

2,010 

Infant  Mortality 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

70 

49 

119 

26.0 

per  1 ,000  live 
legitimate  births 

7 

6 

13 

31.0 

per  1,000  live 
illegitimate  births 

Total 

77 

55 

132 

26.0 

per  1 ,000  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

(deaths  under 

4  weeks) 

53 

36 

89 

18.0 

per  1,000  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality 

(deaths  under 

1  week) 

44 

27 

71 

14.0 

per  1,000  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality 

(Stillbirths  and 
deaths  under 

1  week) 

87 

71 

158 

31.0 

per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

2 

2 

0.39 

per  1 ,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

10 

1 

11 

0.04 

per  1 ,000  population 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

1 

3 

0.01 

per  1,000  population 

Total 

12 

2 

14 

0.05 

per  1 ,000  population 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 

Influenza 

48 

20 

68 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

312 

251 

563 

2.12 

per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factors 
Births  0.95 

Deaths  1 .26 
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TABLE  I 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1969 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 

within  the  Borough 

C/3 

a  to 

c n 

_  O 

d  tso 

u 

4  weeks  and 

under  1  year 

Age  in  years 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

<4 

S 

<u  ^ 

fo  <1 

of 

fi  % 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

All  causes 

1642 

1381 

3023 

89 

43 

17 

17 

31 

32 

66 

235 

549 

8241 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal 

1 

1 

diseases  . . 

3 

2 

5 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

10 

1 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Other  tuberculosis,  inch  late 
effects 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

11 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

diseases 

7 

2 

9 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

Q 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  etc.  . . 

3 

4 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

19 

Cancer  of  Oesophagus 

5 

6 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

Ji 

34 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

47 

36 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Intestine 

29 

38 

67 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

12 

2z 

Cancer  of  Larynx 

6 

- 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

53 

6C 

13 

rs 

Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus 

133 

21 

154 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

25 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

52 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

— 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

3 

1 

jL 

6 

0 

Cancer  of  Prostate 

19 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

10 

7 

17 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

8 

3 

44 

40 

Neoplasms  . . 

60 

71 

131 

— 

2 

2 

3 

Benign  and  Unspecified 

10 

1 

1 

a 

Neoplasms  . . 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

*“* 

2 

2 

A 

c 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Avitaminoses  and  other 

9 

14 

23 

1 

2 

4 

nutritional  deficiency 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*“ 

Other  endocrine,  nutritional 

1 

1 

, 

and  metabolic  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

• 

Anaemias 

Other  diseases  of  blood  and 

3 

6 

9 

blood-forming  organs 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

, 

Mental  Disorders 

3 

9 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous 

1 

1 

2 

" 

1 

1 

1 

4 

system  and  sense  organs  . . 

10 

19 

29 

- 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart 

1 

8 

11 

Disease 

18 

19 

37 

' 

3 

4 

16 


TABLE  I — continued 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 
within  the  Borough 


AUSES  OF  DEATH 

(f 

« s 

n5  cj 

o  — 

Female 

All  affes 

c ft 

1 

0  oJ  bx 
-m  oJ 

>ro  % 

^  > 
c n 

O 

H  !=3 
< 

£  * 

1- 

5- 

15- 

tensive  Disease  . . 

26 

36 

62 

__ 

mic  Heart  Disease 

407 

254 

661 

_ 

Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

62 

85 

147 

_ 

1 

1 

rovascular  Disease 
Diseases  of  Circulatory 

178 

242 

420 

- 

- 

— 

- 

/stem  . 

39 

46 

85 

_ 

_ 

iza . . 

48 

20 

68 

— 

_ 

2 

lonia 

127 

141 

268 

9 

16 

2 

1 

[litis  and  Emphysema  . . 

164 

41 

205 

1 

a  . . 

Diseases  of  Respiratory 

2 

7 

9 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

/stem  . 

16 

16 

32 

_ 

3 

1 

Ulcer 

12 

10 

22 

_ 

dicitis 

rial  obstruction  and 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

ernia  . 

5 

6 

11 

2 

1 

sis  of  Liver 

Diseases  of  Digestive 

7 

6 

13 

— 

— 

- 

'stem 

11 

17 

28 

___ 

tis  and  Nephrosis 

5 

4 

9 

1 

ilasia  of  Prostate 
diseases,  Genito-Urinary 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

- 

stem  . 

7 

11 

18 

_ 

on . .  . 

Complication  of  Preg- 
ncy,  Childbirth  and 

1 

1 

—— 

— 

— 

— 

erperium 

is  of  Musculo-skeletal 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

stem 

7 

6 

13 

Lital  Anomalies  . . 
ljury,  Difficult  Labour, 

21 

14 

35 

21 

6 

1 

- 

2 

Causes  of  Perinatal 

27 

11 

38 

38 

- 

- 

- 

- 

irtality . 

'ms  and  Ill-defined 

8 

8 

16 

16 

- 

nditions  . . 

4 

3 

7 

Vehicle  Accidents 

27 

12 

39 

2 

5 

10 

er  Accidents 
and  Self-inflicted 

26 

30 

56 

- 

5 

3 

6 

5 

uries 

8 

8 

16 

_ 

r , . 

_ 

1 

er  External  Causes 

3 

4 

7 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Age  in  years 


25- 


35- 


1 

2 

1 


3 

1 

1 


2 

10 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 


1 

1 


1 

1 


6 

3 

1 


1 

3 

2 

2 


45- 

55- 

65- 

75  and 

over 

4 

7 

23 

25 

45 

148 

171 

285 

3 

12 

34 

96 

23 

46 

111 

235 

3 

10 

24 

47 

9 

19 

22 

11 

24 

32 

61 

119 

10 

49 

67 

77 

— 

4 

5 

- 

5 

3 

6 

12 

3 

2 

8 

8 

— 

— 

2 

- 

— 

_ 

5 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

6 

7 

7 

8 

2 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

4 

5 

7 

— 

4 

5 

4 

_ 

4 

_ 

1 

6 

3 

5 

5 

2 

4 

3 

7 

17 

4 

7 

2 

. 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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B.  General  Statistics 


1 .  Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  on  the  30th 
June,  1969  was  264,520,  a  decrease  of  320  on  the  previous  year. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  who  were  under  15  years  of  age 
was  estimated  to  be  25.7  per  cent;  the  proportion  for  England  and 
Wales  was  23.5  per  cent. 

2.  Inhabited  Houses 

On  the  1st  April,  1969  there  were  86,004  properties,  compared 
with  85,451  in  the  previous  year. 

The  types  of  premises  and  their  numbers  were: 

Domestic 
House  shops 
Off-licences 

Unlicensed  hotels  and  boarding  houses 
On-licensed  premises . 

The  number  of  additional  dwellings  brought  into  rate  during  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1969  was  1,674  and  the  number  taken  out  of 
assessment  was  1,121. 

3.  Live  Births 

Live  births  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General  consisted  of  2,510 
males  and  2,523  females,  a  total  of  5,033  giving  a  birth  rate  of  19.0 
per  thousand  population,  a  decline  from  19.2  for  1968.  When  the  area 
comparability  factor  of  0.95  is  applied,  this  is  reduced  to  18.1  per 
thousand.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
16.3,  a  decline  from  16.9  in  1968. 

Of  these  5,033  births  423,  or  8.4  per  cent  were  illegitimate. 
Last  year  the  proportion  was  8.7  per  cent. 

4.  Still  births 

These  numbered  87  (of  which  9  were  illegitimate),  and  repre¬ 
sented  a  rate  of  17  per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still).  The  still 
birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  13  per  thousand 
total  births. 


84,403 

1,149 

68 

28 

356 
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5.  Marriages 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  Wolverhampton  during 
the  year  was  2,286,  representing  a  marriage  rate  of  17.3  per  thousand 
population. 

6.  Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths,  comprising  1,642  males  and  1,381  females 
was  3,023,  giving  a  death  rate  of  11.4  per  thousand  population;  when 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.26  is  applied  this  rate  is  increased 
to  14.4  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11.9. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were : — 


(a) 

Diseases  of  heart  and  circulation 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

420 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

37 

Hypertensive  disease 

62 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

661 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

i  85 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

147 

1,412 

(46.7%  of  all  deaths) 

(b) 

Cancer 

563 

(18.6%  of  all  deaths) 

(c) 

Diseases  of  respiratory  tract 

Pneumonia 

268 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

205 

Asthma 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

32 

514 

(17%  of  all  deaths) 

(d) 

Suicide  and  Violence 

Suicide 

16 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

39 

All  other  accidents 

56 

Other  external  causes 

7 

118 

(3.9%  of  all  deaths) 

(e) 

Congenital  anomalies 

35 

(1.2%  of  all  deaths) 

(f) 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

23 

(0.8%  of  all  deaths) 

(g) 

Peptic  Ulcer 

22 

(0.7  %  of  all  deaths) 

(h) 

Influenza 

68 

(2.2%  of  all  deaths) 

(i) 

Tuberculosis — all  forms 

14 

(0.5  %  of  all  deaths) 

Of  the  3,023  deaths  of  persons  normally  resident  in  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton,  2,810  occurred  within  the  borough.  Of  these  deaths  occurring 
in  the  borough,  45.7%  took  place  at  home,  19%  in  the  Royal  Hospital, 
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17  4%  in  the  geriatric  wards  of  New  Cross  Hospital,  11.1%  in  the 
general  wards  of  New  Cross  Hospital,  4%  in  other  institutions  and 

2.8%  in  Welfare  Homes. 


7.  Infant  Mortality 

There  were  13  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  (or  30.7  per  thousand  illegitimate  births)  and  119  deaths  of 
legitimate  infants  (or  25.8  per  thousand  legitimate  births).  The 
total  of  132  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  26  per  thousand 
live  births;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18  per  thousand  live 
births.  Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  old  numbered  89  giving 
a  neonatal  death  rate  of  18  per  thousand  live  births;  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  12.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  old 
numbered  71  giving  an  early  neonatal  mortality  of  14  per  thousand 
live  births;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  10. 


8.  Perinatal  Mortality 

Still-births  numbered  87  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week 
old  numbered  71,  giving  a  total  of  158  perinatal  deaths  or  31  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 

23. 

9.  Maternal  Mortality 

Two  maternal  deaths  occurred.  One  was  the  first  pregnancy  of 
a  42  year  old  mother  and  the  cause  of  death  was  “septicaemia  due  to 
incomplete  abortion.”  The  other  was  the  first  pregnancy  of  an  18 
year  old  Asian  mother  and  the  cause  of  death  was  “acute  toxaemia  of 

pregnancy.” 

10.  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

There  were  14  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  representing  a  tuber¬ 
culosis  death  rate  of  0.05  per  thousand  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.04. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  11  of  these  deaths, 
9  were  over  45  years  of  age.  The  three  deaths  from  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis  were  of  patients  over  45  years  of  age. 
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11.  Deaths  from  Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases 

There  were  268  deaths  from  pneumonia  (representing  1.01  per 
thousand  population);  119  were  of  patients  aged  75  years  or  more. 

Other  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  included  68  due  to  influenza, 
5  to  gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea,  four  of  them  being  under  one 
year  of  age. 

12.  Deaths  from  Cancer 

There  were  563  deaths  from  cancer,  giving  a  death  rate  of  2.12 
per  thousand  population;  for  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  2.35. 
Of  these  312  occurred  in  males  and  251  in  females,  the  more  frequent 
sites  of  the  disease  being: — 


Males  Females 


Lungs  and  bronchi 

133  cases 

Breast 

52  cases 

Stomach 

47  „ 

Intestine 

38  „ 

Intestine 

29  „ 

Stomach 

36  „ 

Prostate 

19  „ 

Lungs  and  bronchi 

21  „ 

Pancreas 

11  „ 

Uterus 

16  „ 

Leukaemia 

10  „ 

Ovary 

13  „ 

Liver 

8  „ 

Pancreas 

12  „ 

Bladder 

6  „ 

Leukaemia 

7  „ 

Larynx 

6  „ 

Oesophagus 

6  „ 

13.  Sickness  Claims 

New  claims  for  sickness  benefit  (excluding  industrial  disease  or 
industrial  injury  claims)  submitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  office  of 
the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  during  1969  numbered  47,881 
(in  1968  the  number  was  43,334)  with  a  weekly  average  of  920;  the 
most  claims  in  a  week  were  2,549  and  2,240  which  occurred  in  the 
weeks  ended  7th  and  14th  January  respectively;  the  fewest  claims 
in  a  week  v/ere  473  and  515  which  occurred  in  the  weeks  ended  12th 
and  5th  August.  The  weekly  average  of  920  was  above  that  of  1968 
which  was  817. 

14.  Cremations 

A  total  of  2,395  cremations  took  place,  an  increase  of  127  on  last 
year.  This  total  included  1,611  persons  resident  in  Wolverhampton, 
who  accordingly  constituted  67.3  per  cent  of  those  cremated.  They 
represented  57  per  cent  of  all  Wolverhampton  deaths.  Post  mortem 
examinations  were  performed  on  575  cases  of  which  338  were  at  the 
request  of  coroners.  On  no  occasion  was  cremation  refused. 
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15.  Mortuaries 

The  Tettenhall  mortuary  was  retained  for  use  in  case  of  emer¬ 
gency,  but  in  fact  was  not  used  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  bodies  admitted  to  the  mortuaries  during  the  year 
was  497.  Post  mortem  examinations  in  the  mortuaries  were  carried 
out  in  370  cases. 

C.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions 

1.  Situation 

Wolverhampton  stands  astride  a  ridge  which  is  the  watershed 
between  the  Severn  and  Trent;  to  the  east  the  land  slopes  down  to 
and  merges  with  the  industrial  area  of  the  Black  Country,  and  to  the 
west  it  spreads  out  into  the  Shropshire  plain.  The  highest  points  in 
the  Borough  are  Sedgley  Beacon  at  700  feet  above  sea  level  and  parts 
of  Bushbury  to  the  north  and  Colton  Hills  to  the  South  both  about  600 
feet  above  sea  level;  the  lowest  points,  less  than  350  feet  above  sea 
level  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  airport  and  racecourse. 

2.  Meteorology 

The  normal  readings  were  taken  at  the  West  Park  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year.  Unfortunately,  the  theft  of  equipment  in  July 
resulted  in  no  further  readings  being  available  until  October  1st. 
During  this  interim  period,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  change  the 
site  of  the  station  from  its  original  location  to  the  nursery  gardens, 
still  situated  in  the  West  Park.  The  new  site  is  regarded  as  a  more 
suitable  one  and  the  Meteorological  Office  have  supplied  a  new 
station  name  and  number.  The  National  Raingauge  Network  is  now 
changing  to  metric  units  and  the  glass  measure,  used  in  connection 
with  the  new  rain  gauge,  is  calibrated  in  millimetres. 

Obviously  the  usual  report  has  not  been  compiled  because  of  the 
missing  data  for  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September.  However 
the  following  comments  can  be  made  on  the  information  available 
for  the  remaining  nine  months. 

January  and  February  were  slightly  above  average  months  as 
regards  rainfall.  March  experienced  one  very  wet  day;  on  the  12th 
of  that  month,  snow  and  rain  fell  heavily  and  a  reading  of  1.10  inches 
was  recorded.  Prior  to  this  date,  March  had  been  a  very  dry  month. 
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The  first  week  in  April  was  also  very  dry.  May  was  an  exceptionally 
wet  month  with  a  total  rainfall  of  7.45  inches;  there  were  only  six 
days  on  which  rain  was  not  recorded.  On  the  5th,  1.36  inches  fell 
and  for  the  week-end  24th/25th  a  figure  of  2.41  inches  was  recorded; 
May  24th  was  a  particular  wet  day.  These  three  days  alone  accounted 
for  half  of  the  month’s  precipitation.  June  was  a  very  dry  month 
with  a  total  rainfall  of  only  1.06  inches;  there  was  a  fine  dry  spell 
from  5th  to  13th  (inclusive).  October  was  a  very  dry  and  warm 
month  with  a  rainfall  of  only  7.0  mm.  The  first  half  was  an  excep¬ 
tionally  dry  and  warm  period  for  the  time  of  the  year.  However, 
November  (84.2  mm)  was  a  wetter  month  than  usual  and  so  was 
December  (68.1  mm)  to  a  lesser  degree.  As  regards  the  former 
month,  nearly  all  the  rain  fell  in  the  first  16  days. 

The  lowest  temperature  was  16°,  recorded  for  the  week-end 
15th/ 16th  February.  There  were  eighteen  further  minimum  tem¬ 
peratures  of  32°  and  below  during  this  month,  including  readings  of 
18  and  20  on  the  7th  and  17th  respectively.  January  had  experienced 
only  eight  such  temperatures,  the  lowest  being  29  °.  Indeed  February 
was  a  much  colder  month  than  January.  Fourteen  readings  of  32° 
and  below  were  registered  during  the  month  of  March,  which  was 
another  cold  month.  There  were  only  two  low  readings  during 
April  when  minimum  temperatures  of  29°  and  30°  were  recorded 
about  the  middle  of  the  month.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  November 
experienced  seven  similar  temperatures,  the  lowest  being  23  °  towards 
the  end  of  the  month  when  the  weather  was  driest  and  coldest.  Low 
temperatures  were  recorded  on  twelve  occasions  during  December 
and  snow  fell  on  four  days.  Snow  also  fell  on  four  occasions  in 
November.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  snow  fell  once  in  January, 
on  twelve  days  during  February  and  three  times  in  March. 
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3.  Water  Supply 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  supplies 
a  population  of  about  395,400  in  Wolverhampton  and  some  sur¬ 
rounding  districts  and  obtains  its  water  from  several  sources.  These, 
and  the  quantity  in  gallons  taken  from  them  daily  in  1969  are. 


Cosford  Works — river . 

1,539,000 

Cosford  Works — well . 

2,256,000 

Tettenhall  Works— boreholes 

642,000 

Dimmingsdale  Works — boreholes 

2,994,000 

Hilton  Works — boreholes 

2,190,000 

Stableford  Works— boreholes. . 

1,552,000 

Bratch  Works — well . 

2,150,000 

Rindleford  Works— boreholes 

431,000 

Copley  Works — boreholes 

963,000 

Neachley  Works — boreholes 

2,033,000 

Hampton  Loade — river 

3,038,000 

Tomhill  Works — borehole 

746,000 

Purchased 

406,000 

Of  996  samples  of  water  going  into  distribution  and  subjected 
to  bacteriological  examination,  969  did  not  contain  any  coliform 
organisms  per  100  ml. 

The  fluoride  content  of  each  supply  and  mixture  of  water  falls 
within  the  range  0.02-0.11  parts  per  million  expressed  as  fluoride  ion. 
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4.  Employment 

The  borough  is  served  by  the  Employment  Exchanges  in  Railway 
Street,  Wolverhampton  and  The  Crescent,  Bilston.  The  combined 
insured  population  in  June,  1969  (latest  figures  available)  comprised 
93,316  males  and  48,720  females,  a  total  of  142,036.  Of  the  total 
approximately  77%  worked  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Employment  Exchange  and  23%  in  the  area  of  the  Bilston 
Employment  Exchange. 

Approximately  60%  of  the  insured  population  are  engaged  in 
manufacturing  and  about  40%  in  the  provision  of  services. 

The  two  Employment  Exchanges  hold  a  register  of  Disabled 
Persons  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employ¬ 
ment)  Act  and  at  21st  April  1969  (Annual  count)  there  were  3,648 
men  and  588  females  registered. 

5.  Unemployment 

During  the  year  the  wholly  unemployed  registers  showed  the 
normal  decline  during  the  summer  compared  to  the  winter  months 
although  the  totals  showed  a  slight  overall  decline  compared  to  the 
previous  year.  At  8th  December  1969  there  were  2,231  men  and  415 
women,  a  total  of  2,646  which  represented  an  unemployed  percentage 
of  1.95  compared  with  1.8  for  the  West  Midlands  Region  and  2.4 
nationally.  On  9th  December  1968  the  rate  was  1.86%.  As  in  the 
previous  year  short  time  working  continued  to  fluctuate  month  by 
month  and  in  December  1969  32  men  and  5  women  were  registered 
as  temporarily  stopped. 

Unemployed  registered  disabled  persons  on  8th  December  1969 
numbered  329  males  and  40  females. 
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SECTION  II 


HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA 

A.  Hospital,  Specialist  and  Allied  Services 
1.  Hospitals 

The  Wolverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
responsible  for  hospitals  and  clinics  in  an  area  extending  from 
Wolverhampton  to  Bridgnorth,  Much  Wenlock,  Broseley  and  Shifnal, 
with  an  estimated  population  of  400,000.  The  hospitals  contain 
1,475  beds;  of  these  1,257  are  in  Wolverhampton. 

The  net  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospitals  and  clinics  in  the 
group  including  the  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of  senior  medical 
staff  and  computer  analysis  services  paid  direct  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  amounted  to  £3,193,508  for  the  year  ended  31st  March 

1969. 

The  following  1,257  hospital  beds  are  in  Wolverhampton:— 


New  Cro.s  Hospital 

. .  576 

Royal  Hospital 

. .  288 

Women’s  Hospital  and  Annexe 

. .  122 

Parkfields  Hospital  . 

66 

Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institute 

55 

Children’s  Hospital,  Penn 

30 

Eye  Infirmary 

..  103 

Beeches  Maternity  Home 

17 

In  addition  to  providing  hospital  facilities  for  Wolverhampton, 
these  beds  constitute  the  main  provision  of  hospital  accommodation 
for  a  part  of  Dudley  and  for  the  rural  district  of  Seisdon. 

2.  Sanatoria 

The  Parkfields  Hospital  contains  54  beds  for  tuberculous 
patients  and  only  12  beds  now  are  allocated  to  the  treatment  of 
infectious  diseases.  There  is  also  sanatorium  accommodation  at 
Prestwood;  cases  requiring  long-stay  orthopaedic  treatment  usually 
obtain  it  at  Oswestry  or  Yardley  Green  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
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3.  Chest  Service 

The  centrally  situated  clinic  in  Bell  Street  provides  facilities 
for  following  up  cases  of  chronic  chest  disorders  in  Wolverhampton 
and  district. 

Diagnostic  out-patient  clinics  for  chest  conditions  are  held  at 
Bell  Street,  the  Royal  Hospital  and  at  New  Cross  Hospital,  where 
twice-weekly  radiography  sessions  without  appointment  provide  an 
X-ray  service  for  general  practitioners. 

4.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  situated  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and 
serves  both  Wolverhampton  and  the  surrounding  district. 

5.  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  private  nursing  homes. 

6.  Bacteriology 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Stafford  and  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the  Royal 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  Most  specimens  from  the  health  depart¬ 
ment  are  sent  to  Stafford  but  the  establishment  of  a  much  needed 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Wolverhampton  is  to  be  completed  at 
New  Cross  Hospital  early  in  1970. 

B.  Local  Executive  Council  Services 

1.  General  Medical  Service 

At  the  end  of  March,  1970,  there  were  276,472  people  recorded  as 
living  in  Wolverhampton  on  doctors’  lists;  this  number  is  about  4.5 
per  cent  above  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population. 
Their  medical  care  was  undertaken  by  178  principals  and  4  assistant 
medical  practitioners:  of  these,  99  principals  practise  from  72 
surgeries  within  the  Borough.  Doctors  practising  single  handed  or 
with  an  assistant  were  27  per  cent  of  all  doctors  under  contract  with 
the  Executive  Council,  27  per  cent  were  in  two-handed  partnerships, 
25  per  cent  in  three-handed  partnerships,  18  per  cent  were  in  four- 
handed  partnerships  and  3  per  cent  were  in  six-handed  partnerships. 
The  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1970  was 
£715,704,  equivalent  to  54s.  Id.  a  head  of  the  population  living  in 
Wolverhampton. 
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2.  Pharmaceutical  Service 

At  the  end  of  March,  1970  there  were  under  contract  and  in  the 
Borough  of  Wolverhampton  56  pharmacies,  and  7  surgical  appliance 
suppliers.  The  accuracy  of  dispensing  of  all  these  contractors  is 
tested  periodically  and  in  the  year  under  review  40  drug  tests  were 

made. 

The  cost  of  this  service  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1970  was  £761,669  and  to  the  patients  £101,411 
being  equivalent  to  57s.  7d.  and  7s.  8d.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

3.  Dental  Service 

At  the  end  of  March,  1970  there  were  41  principal  dental 
practitioners  on  the  Executive  Council’s  list;  of  these  28  were 
practising  single  handed. 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1970  was  £272,275  and  to  the  patients  £80,844  being  equivalent  to 
20s.  7d.  and  6s.  Id.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

4.  Ophthalmic  Service 

The  service  enables  the  patient  to  have  his  sight  tested  either  by 
an  ophthalmic  medical  practitioner  or  an  ophthalmic  optician  and  then 
if  glasses  are  necessary,  to  have  them  provided  either  by  an  ophthalmic 
optician  or  a  dispensing  optician.  There  were  at  the  end  of  March 
under  contract  with  the  Executive  Council,  11  ophthalmic  medical 
practitioners,  21  ophthalmic  opticians  and  10  dispensing  opticians. 
Dr.  N.  A.  Jevons,  Senior  School  Medical  Officer,  is  one  of  several 
ophthalmic  medical  practitioners  who  prescribe  spectacles  for  school 
children  who  require  them. 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1970,  was  £82,917  and  to  the  patients  £54,462,  being  equivalent  to 
6s.  3d.  and  4s.  Id.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

5.  General 

The  cost  of  administration  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1970 
was  £31,109,  equivalent  to  2s.  4d.  a  head  of  the  population.  The 
total  cost  of  the  service,  therefore,  was  £1,863,674,  equivalent  to 
£7.  0s.  lOd.  a  head  of  the  population.  In  addition,  the  direct 
contribution  made  by  the  patients  was  £236,717,  equivalent  to  17s.  lOd. 
a  head  of  the  population. 
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C.  Local  Authority  Health  Service 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Children 
(a)  Births  and  Still  Births 

The  General  Register  Office  records  5,033  live  births  and  87 
still  births  to  patients  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton.  Of 
these  4,760  occurred  in  the  borough;  1,218  of  them  (26  per  cent)  were 
in  the  patients’  homes  and  3,542  (74  per  cent)  were  in  hospital. 
The  place  of  origin  of  the  mother  and  the  place  of  confinement  is 
given  below: — 


Origin  of  Mother 

Domiciliary 

Births 

Institutional 

Births 

Total 

Commonwealth  and  Colonies 

72 

1,262 

1,334 

(28%) 

All  other  Residents  . . 

1,146 

2,280 

3,426 

(72%) 

TOTALS 

1,218 

(26%) 

, 

3,542 

(74%) 

4,760 

(100%) 

Immigrants  from  the  Commonwealth  and  Colonies  produced 
28  per  cent  of  the  births  and  accounted  for  36  per  cent  of  the  institu¬ 
tional  births.  The  proportion  of  institutional  births  in  the  population 
as  a  whole  was  74  per  cent,  among  Commonwealth  and  Colonial 
immigrants  it  was  95  per  cent  and  among  the  remaining  population 
67  per  cent.  The  high  proportion  of  institutional  births  among 
immigrants  is  due  to  many  of  them  living  under  conditions  unsuitable 
for  domiciliary  midwifery.  This  is  shown  by  “social  grounds”  being 
responsible  for  58  per  cent  of  institutional  admissions  among 
Commonwealth  and  Colonial  immigrants  and  for  only  22  per  cent 
of  the  admissions  of  other  residents. 

(b)  Ante-Natal  Facilities 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  14  ante-natal  clinics  were  conducted  each 
week  by  midwives  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Senior  Medical 
Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Cases  requiring  a  second 
opinion  are  referred  through  their  general  practitioner  to  the  consult¬ 
ant  clinics  at  New  Cross  Hospital  or  the  Women’s  Hospital. 
Necessary  blood  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  ante-natal  clinics 
on  all  expectant  mothers  who  attend. 
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Unmarried  mothers  are  interviewed  and  given  any  help  which 
may  be  required,  including  if  necessary  admission  ante-natally  to  a 
mother  and  baby  home.  Arrangements  are  made  with  the  medical 
officers  of  the  health  department  for  blood  tests  to  be  done,  and  the 
ante-natal  care  of  the  patient  is  undertaken  either  by  the  clinic  or  by 

her  own  doctor. 

Maternity  outfits  as  such  are  no  longer  issued  but  the  necessary 
disposable  materials  for  use  at  the  delivery  are  provided  by  the 
midwife  at  the  time  they  are  required. 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  attended  by  2,941  women,  of  whom  2,358 
were  new  cases,  and  an  average  of  3.4  visits  was  made  by  each  patient. 
The  new  cases  again  far  exceed  the  number  of  domiciliary  confine¬ 
ments  and  are  equivalent  to  49.5  per  cent  of  all  confinements,  both 
domiciliary  and  institutional,  of  Wolverhampton  residents. 

(c)  Post-natal  Care 

Post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  general 
practitioner  and  at  the  hospital  post-natal  clinics. 

(d)  Family  Planning 

A  clinic  for  medical  cases  is  held  weekly  at  Lea  Road  and  188 
patients  attended  during  the  year. 

Since  April,  1968  the  family  planning  service  has  expanded  in 
conjunction  with  the  Family  Planning  Association  who  undertake 
10  weekly  sessions  at  clinics.  For  this  purpose  the  local  authority 
makes  an  annual  contribution  of  £2,500  and  provides  accommodation 
at  clinics  without  charge. 

During  the  year  264  cases  requiring  the  I.U.D.  were  referred  to 
the  Family  Planning  Association  clinics  for  which  a  nominal  payment 
is  made  by  the  local  authority.  Selected  cases  are  given  the  contra¬ 
ceptive  pill  at  the  local  authority  clinic  free  of  charge. 

(e)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Weekly  sessions  are  held  for  infants  at  all  19  centres  and  monthly 
sessions  are  held  for  toddlers  at  16  centres.  Immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis,  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  measles  and  tuberculin  patch  tests  are  carried 
out  at  these  clinics.  Approximately  75  per  cent  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  in  the  town  attend  them. 
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Minor  ailments  of  children  under  school  age  are  treated  by 
arrangement  at  the  minor  ailment  clinics  of  the  School  Health  Service, 
and  in  addition,  special  paediatric  clinics  are  held  jointly  each  fort¬ 
night  with  the  School  Health  Service. 

The  Wakeley  Hill  Clinic  at  Penn  was  completed  in  the  Spring 
and  the  first  sessions  were  held  there  in  the  week  beginning  30th  June 
1969.  It  has  proved  to  be  an  attractive  and  well  designed  building. 
Transfer  of  sessions  from  Warstones  Clinic  has  provided  a  more 
convenient  service  for  local  residents,  and  also  relieved  the  pressure 
on  accommodation  at  Warstones  Clinic.  The  pupil  mid  wives  also 
moved  from  Oxley  Clinic  to  Penn  to  better  facilities  and  releasing 
much  needed  accommodation  at  Oxley. 

The  average  cost  of  welfare  centres  per  1,000  population  for  the 
83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  for  1968/69  was 
£172.  6s.  0d.,  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £201.  2s.  Od. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1969 


Infants 

Toddlers 

Ante-Natal 

No.  of 

Average 

attend- 

No.  of 

Average 

attend- 

No.  of 

Average 

attend- 

sessions 

ance 

sessions 

ance 

sessions 

ance 

Alfred  Squire  Road 

99 

31 

22 

12 

49 

16 

Bilston 

100 

42 

13 

12 

50 

16 

Brierley  Lane 

49 

30 

10 

13 

49 

10 

Brooklands 

99 

34 

12 

10 

50 

20 

Castlecroft 

25 

23 

_ 

Claregate  . . 

49 

34 

14 

12 

Griffiths  Drive 

50 

33 

11 

11 

Laburnum  Road 

99 

33 

21 

15 

Lea  Road 

99 

40 

21 

11 

51 

11 

Lowe  Street 

101 

41 

14 

14 

50 

13 

Olinthus  Avenue 

51 

22 

11 

9 

52 

14 

Oxley 

99 

39 

39 

13 

49 

19 

Parkfields  . . 

102 

48 

27 

11 

49 

31 

Park  Lane . . 

98 

31 

10 

10 

50 

15 

Penn  . 

26 

38 

2 

13 

13 

2 

Portobello . . 

52 

27 

8 

10 

Primrose  Lane  . . 

101 

26 

13 

10 

49 

14 

Tettenhall 

50 

38 

10 

13 

49 

7 

Tettenhall  Wood 

22 

15 

3 

3 

Warstones . . 

134 

41 

22 

11 

52 

14 

Totals 

1,505 

35 

283 

12 

662 

15 

FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINIC 

No.  of  sessions  . .  . .  47 

Average  attendance  . .  4 
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(f)  Infant  Deaths 

There  were  149  deaths  of  children  under  5  years;  of  these  132 
failed  to  survive  the  first  year,  and  of  these  89  failed  to  survive  the 
first  month;  71  died  in  the  first  week.  The  causes  of  death  are  given 


below: — 


Cause  of  Death 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases  . . 

Meningococcal  infection 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

Avitaminoses 

Other  endocrine  diseases 

Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  svstem 
Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Congenital  anomalies 
Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. . . 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
All  other  external  causes 


Weeks  Months  Years 
0—4  1—12  1—4 

1  3 

1  1 
1  1  2 

1 

1  2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9  16  2 

1 

3  1 

2  1 

21  6  1 

38 
16 

2 

5  3 
1 


89  43  17 


(g)  Premature  Babies 

During  the  year  444  babies  were  born  alive  weighing  5Jlbs.  or 
less  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton  and  403  of  them 
survived  28  days.  Of  these  444  babies  47  were  born  at  home  or  in 
private  nursing  homes  and  397  in  National  Health  Service  hospitals, 
12  of  the  babies  born  at  home  were  transferred  subsequently  to 
hospital  and  the  remaining  35  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  or  in 
private  nursing  homes. 

(h)  Illegitimate  Children 

There  were  423  illegitimate  children  born  alive  during  the  year, 
there  were  also  9  illegitimate  stillbirths.  This  total  of  432  illegitimate 
(live  and  still)  births  represents  8.4  per  cent  of  all  (live  and  still) 
births.  The  local  authority  makes  a  grant  of  £520  to  the  Legge  Home 
annually.  The  Hay  Home  closed  on  1st  July,  1969.  When  required, 
patients  are  admitted  to  Diocesan  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  or  Roman 
Catholic  or  Salvation  Army  Homes;  necessary  financial  assistance 
is  provided  to  meet  the  charges. 
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During  the  year  the  help  of  the  Health  Department  was  sought 
in  78  cases  (all  being  new  cases)  and  30  of  them  were  accommodated 
in  mother  and  baby  homes. 

After  the  War  the  illegitimate  births  (live  and  still)  went  down 
to  4.1  per  cent  in  1951 ;  they  then  rose  steadily  for  12  years  reaching 
1 1.4  per  cent  in  1963.  Subsequent  years  have  seen  a  decline  to  10.6, 
9.4,  8.7,  8.2,  8.7  and  finally  8.4  in  1969. 

The  average  cost  of  mother  and  baby  homes  per  thousand 
population  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the 
year  1968/69  was  £8.  17s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £6.  4s.  Od. 

(i)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

The  one  case  notified  (female)  was  born  and  nursed  in  hospital. 

(j)  Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  distribution  centres  for  welfare  foods 
in  Wolverhampton  comprised  the  main  centre  in  Exchange  Street, 
all  clinics  and  8  shops  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  where  the 
proprietors  granted  facilities. 

In  addition  to  the  welfare  foods  supplied  under  the  Government 
Welfare  Food  Scheme,  proprietary  brands  of  infant  foods  and 
nutrients  are  obtainable  at  all  clinics  if  they  have  been  prescribed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Organiser, 

1  assistant  and  1 1  helpers  (part-time). 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  issues  of  Government  Welfare  Foods 
made  during  the  year: — 


National 
dried  milk. 
Tins 

Cod  liver 
oil. 

Bottles 

A.  &  D. 
tablets. 
Packets 

Orange 

juice. 

Bottles 

Total 

Totals  for 
1969 

63,330 

5,001 

2,819 

59,580 

130,730 

Totals  for 
1968 

70,984 

5,473 

3,107 

56,431 

135,995 
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(k)  Dental  Care 

The  Chief  Dental  Officer  reports  that  during  the  year  priority 
service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children 
continued  to  be  provided  by  the  Authority’s  dental  officers  devoting 
part  of  their  time  to  these  patients.  The  equivalent  of  1 ,046  half  days 
was  spent  on  the  work.  The  additional  evening  sessions  continued  to 
be  popular  with  many  patients  who  find  it  more  convenient  to  attend 
at  a  time  when  their  husbands  are  at  home  to  take  charge  of  the 

family. 

The  service  for  pre-school  children  is  provided  on  request  and 
although  all  forms  of  treatment  are  available  the  demand  is  in  the 
main  for  relief  of  toothache. 

During  the  year  2,881  visits  for  treatment  were  made  by  pre¬ 
school  children  and  3,127  by  mothers;  296  dentures  were  supplied 
and  1,010  general  anaesthetics  were  administered,  of  which  140  were 
given  by  dental  officers ;  1 ,473  children  and  644  mothers  were  inspected 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year. 

(l)  Day  Nurseries 

The  day  nurseries  at  Oxley,  Birmingham  Road,  Lichfield  Road 
and  Prouds  Lane  have  accommodation  for  40,  40,  50  and  40  children 
respectively,  and  provide  facilities  for  the  training  of  nursery  students 
for  the  Certificate  of  the  Nursery  Nurses  Examination  Board. 

The  charge  was  3s.  Od.  each  day  for  children  in  the  priority  group, 
which  includes  the  children  of  widows,  widowers,  unmarried  mothers 
and  separated  or  divorced  parents;  children  from  families  in  which 
the  mother  is  ill,  the  father  unemployed,  incapacitated  or  in  the 
Forces  and  cases  referred  by  the  paediatrician.  The  charges  for  other 
cases  vary  with  the  means  of  the  parent,  with  a  maximum  of  13s.  6d. 
a  day. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the 

nurseries 

during  the  year. 

Oxley 

Birming¬ 

ham 

Road 

Lichfield 

Road 

Prouds 

Lane 

Number  of  days  open 

242 

242 

242 

242 

Attendances  under  2  years 

1,561 

2,136 

2,863 

1,165 

Attendances  2-5  years 

6,393 

6,068 

4,885 

6,605 

Average  daily  attendance  under 

2  years 

6.5 

8.8 

11.8 

4.8 

Average  daily  attendance  2-5 
years 

26.4 

25.1 

20.2 

27.3 
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The  average  daily  attendance  of  all  ages  at  Oxley  was  32.9, 
at  Birmingham  Road  33.9,  at  Lichfield  Road  32.0,  and  at  Prouds 
Lane  32.1 ;  in  the  previous  year  these  figures  were  36.3,  34.8,  33.5  and 
26.0  respectively. 

The  average  cost  of  day  nurseries  per  thousand  population  for 
the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1968/69 
was  £124.  10s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £129.  8s.  Od. 

2.  Midwifery 

(a)  Genera!  Provisions 

During  the  year  6,292  births  took  place  in  the  borough;  of  these 
1,224  were  in  mother’s  home,  and  5,068  were  in  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  institutions  (including  42  in  the  Q.V.N.I.). 

Notifications  of  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  were  received  from: — 

(i)  Midwives  in  Management  Committee  Institutions  . .  58 

(ii)  Municipal  Midwives .  43 

(iii)  Domiciliary  (private)  .  1 

(iv)  Midwives  in  private  nursing  homes  .  0 

(v)  Midwives  in  the  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institute  . .  7 

Supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  her  capacity  as  medical  supervisor, 
and  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

(b)  Municipal  Midwives 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  of  Midwives,  2  Assistant  Supervisors  40  midwives  (7 
part-time)  and  1  premature  baby  nurse.  Four  midwifery  posts 
are  filled  by  the  appointment  of  two  full-time  and  three  part-time 
nursery  nurses  to  assist  the  midwife  in  the  practical  care  of  the 
healthy  newly  born  infant,  and  the  education  of  the  mother.  They 
work  under  the  supervision  of  the  midwife  in  the  follow  up  of  early 
discharges  from  hospital,  and  have  received  in-service  training  since 
their  appointment  to  the  staff.  Two  state  enrolled  nurses  have  been 
appointed  for  clinic  duties. 
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The  midwives  delivered  1,223  cases  at  home  and  attended  each 
case  for  the  statutory  minimum  post-natal  period  of  10  days,  and 
longer  when  necessary.  The  doctor  was  present  at  31  (2.5%)  of 
deliveries.  In  addition  3,640  patients  discharged  from  hospital 
before  the  tenth  day  each  received  an  average  of  5  visits  during  the 
remainder  of  the  post-natal  period ;  housing  visits  were  made  to 
investigate  1,992  applications  for  hospital  beds  and  92  visits  were 
made  to  defaulters  from  hospital  and  general  practitioner  ante-natal 

clinics. 

Municipal  midwives  deliver  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  each 
month  to  maintain  their  interest,  and  they  attend  the  ante-natal 
clinics  in  their  area  to  book  and  examine  patients;  in  addition  the 
midwife  visits  the  patient’s  home  at  least  three  times,  once  early  in 
pregnancy  to  ascertain  that  it  is  suitable  for  a  domiciliary  confinement 
and  again  at  intervals  to  confirm  that  adequate  arrangements  have 
been  made.  Expectant  mothers  seeking  admission  to  general 
practitioner  units  on  social  grounds  apply  to  the  Health  Department 
and  subsequently  they  are  visited  in  their  homes  by  a  midwife  who 
reports  on  the  conditions  and  circumstances ;  the  reports  are  considered 
by  the  medical  and  non-medical  supervisors  who  then  select  those 
needing  the  available  accommodation  in  the  General  Practitioner 
Units  at  New  Cross  Hospital  Ward  22  and  the  Beeches  Maternity 

Home. 

In  1967  a  system  of  radio  communication  was  introduced  into  the 
service.  There  is  a  central  radio  control  system  in  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  operated  continuously  by  the  midwifery  staff.  Each  expectant 
mother  when  booking  for  a  home  confinement  is  given  the  telephone 
number  of  the  central  control.  When  she  requires  the  services  of  a 
midwife  a  call  is  made  to  this  number.  The  central  control  contacts 
the  midwife  nearest  to  the  call  and  directs  her  to  the  patient  s  house. 
During  the  confinement  should  the  midwife  require  medical  assistance 
or  wish  to  pass  information  concerning  the  patient  to  the  general 
practitioner,  she  radios  to  the  control  who  deal  with  her  request. 

To  provide  constant  coverage  of  the  town  for  24  hours  daily  a 
shift  system  of  rota  duty  for  the  midwives  was  commenced  in  1967. 
Three  shifts  cover  the  24  hour  period  and  the  total  number  of  working 
hours  per  week  averages  42.  The  midwives’  hours  on  call  have  been 
reduced  in  keeping  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Department  of 
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Health  and  Social  Security,  while  making  full  use  of  the  service  of 
each  midwife  in  a  combined  team  effort.  The  use  of  part-time  staff 
is  also  made  easier  with  this  system  as  the  varied  hours  which  they 
are  able  to  work  can  be  absorbed. 

Municipal  midwives  continue  to  instruct  expectant  mothers  in 
preparation  for  childbirth.  There  are  twelve  classes  a  week  at  Oxley, 
Alfred  Squire  Road,  Brierley  Lane,  Primrose  Lane,  Warstones, 
Brooklands  and  Parkfields  Health  Centres.  A  course  lasts  for  eight 
consecutive  weeks,  a  new  course  commencing  each  week  at  one  of 
the  centres.  An  expectant  mother  makes  application  either  to  the 
Health  Department  or  the  nearest  clinic;  she  is  then  given  a  place 
in  the  class  most  suited  to  the  expected  date  of  her  confinement. 
Evening  sessions  are  held  monthly  for  husbands  and  wives  to  attend 
discussions  and  see  films  together. 

Chest  X-ray  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  are  available  for  all  expectant  mothers. 

Fourteen  midwives  attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 
Twenty-four  pupil  mid  wives  were  accepted  for  Part  II  midwifery 
training  in  Wolverhampton,  where  the  school  was  opened  in  1960. 
The  initial  three  months  of  training  are  spent  in  the  midwifery  depart¬ 
ment  at  New  Cross  Hospital  where  the  pupils  reside;  the  following 
three  months  are  spent  gaining  domiciliary  experience  with  local 
authority  midwives  in  Wolverhampton.  Nineteen  were  successful 
at  the  first  attempt. 

The  average  expenditure  on  domiciliary  midwifery  per  1,000 
population  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  for 
1968/69  was  £175.  15s.  Od.  In  Wolverhampton  the  expenditure  was 
£271.  12s.  Od.  This  figure,  substantially  above  the  average,  is  due  in 
part  to  the  relatively  high  proportion  of  domiciliary  confinements 
(for  which  the  local  health  authority  is  responsible),  and  the 
corresponding  relatively  low  proportion  of  institutional  confinements 
(for  which  the  hospital  service  is  responsible).  This  is  confirmed  by 
comparing  the  average  cost  per  maternity  case  attended  in  all  County 
Boroughs,  £31.  16s.  Od.,  with  the  cost  per  case  in  Wolverhampton, 
£31.  Os.  Od. 

The  care  of  a  large  number  of  patients  discharged  from  hospital 
while  still  requiring  nursing  is  a  further  reason  for  the  high  cost  of 
the  domiciliary  service. 
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3.  Health  Visiting 

The  establishment  comprises  a  Superintendent,  2  Assistant 
Superintendents,  5  group  advisers,  5  field  work  instructors,  28  health 
visitors,  13  school/clinic  nurses,  1  playgroup  nurse,  1  V.D.  contact 
tracer  (part-time)  and  3  student  health  visitors.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent,  2  Assistant  Superin¬ 
tendents,  5  group  advisers,  4  field  work  instructors,  17  health  visitors, 
(14  part-time),  24  school/clinic  nurses  (10  part-time)  1  play  group 
nurse,  1  V.D.  contact  tracer  (part-time)  and  3  student  health  visitors. 

The  health  visitors  work  in  groups  based  on  the  following  clinics : 
Parkfields,  Warstones,  Brooklands,  Primrose  Lane  and  Oxley. 
There  is  a  group  adviser,  fieldwork  instructor  and  nealth  visitors  in 

each  area. 

Among  their  other  duties  the  group  advisers  help  in  the  training 
of  student  health  visitors,  arrange  for  student  nurses  from  hospital 
to  gain  first-hand  experience  of  the  work  of  health  visitors  and  also 
advise  newly  trained  health  visitors  until  they  are  well  established 
in  their  areas.  Health  visitors  instruct  and  advise  mothers  at  the 
ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  sessions,  visit  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  children  under  school  age  and  undertake  many  other 
duties,  e.g.,  visiting  cases  of  infectious  disease,  the  assessment  of 
patients  discharged  from  hospital  for  their  needs  of  aftercare,  and 
elderly  people  who  may  require  domestic  and  other  assistance  in  the 
home.  They  stress  the  importance  of  immunisation  and  vaccination, 
and  co-operate  with  hospitals  and  general  practitioners  by  furnishing 
relevant  details  of  home  conditions  and  ensuring  that  advice  and 
treatment  are  carried  out.  Particular  attention  is  given  to  families 
presenting  social  problems.  Once  monthly  Dr.  Buchan,  the  Con¬ 
sultant  Psychiatrist,  of  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Great  Barr,  runs  a 
clinic  in  Wolverhampton  for  the  assessment  of  mentally  subnormal 
children.  At  each  of  these  sessions  there  is  always  a  health  visitor 

in  attendance. 

Toddler  clinics  have  been  available  for  all  children  from  the 
age  of  18  months  but  since  October  1969  all  children  from  18,  21  and 
24  months  have  been  sent  for  by  appointment  for  mental  assessment. 
Invitations  are  sent  to  parents  of  all  children  from  8  months  old  for 
audiology  testing,  the  sessions  being  well  attended. 
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Details  of  visits  made  during  1969  are  given  below: — 


Special  Visits 

QO 

o 

00 

Expectant  Mothers 

140 

Children  under  1,  first  visits  . . 

5,351 

Children  1-2,  first  visits 

5,617 

Children  2-5,  first  visits 

. .  12,054 

Children  0-5,  revisits 

. .  24,470 

Tuberculous  Households 

2,246 

Other  Cases  . 

2,816 

New  Immigrants  (Over  5) 

588 

Diabetics 

304 

In  addition,  health  visitors  and  clinic  nurses  attended  4,279 
half-day  sessions  at  the  clinics. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  health  visitors  entered  34,856 
households  (excluding  those  they  visited  in  connection  with  tuber¬ 
culosis)  and  they  visited  23,022  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

A  senior  health  visitor  was  responsible  for  playgroups  and 
worked  in  liaison  with  the  Town  Planning  Department  until  Sep¬ 
tember  when  a  Playgroup  Adviser  was  appointed  with  direct 
responsibility  for  playgroups  and  child  minders.  The  number  of 
playgroups  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  37.  Since  October 
1968,  when  the  amendment  of  the  Child  Minders  Act  was  enforced 
the  number  of  registered  child  minders  had  grown  to  150  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Three  clinic  nurses  are  attached  to  the  chest  clinic  and  devote 
much  of  their  time  to  follow-ups  of  people  attending  the  clinic.  They 
spend  two  sessions  each  per  week  at  the  hospital  contact  clinic  (1 
session  Heaf  testing  and  the  second  to  read  the  Pieaf  tests).  Every 
known  Asian  child  born  here  or  immigrant,  and  adult  to  the  age  of 
25  years,  is  invited  to  have  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Follow-ups  of  any 
notifications  from  airports  or  ports  of  call  of  recent  immigrants 
arriving,  and  visits  to  the  homes  of  every  adult  and  child  are  also 
carried  out.  Two  of  these  nurses  spend  some  of  their  time  doing 
diabetic  follow-ups  at  the  hospital  clinic  with  the  consultant,  and 
several  days  visiting  each  week  on  the  district  for  diabetics  living  in 
their  own  homes  to  advise  and  instruct  on  the  use  and  care  of  insulin. 
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Health  education  is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  the  health  visitors 
who  constantly  advise  mothers  on  the  management,  feeding  and 
clothing  of  children,  the  dangers  of  accidents,  and  the  importance  of 
protecting  children  against  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus,  measles  and  poliomyelitis.  The  health  visitors  now  work  as 
part  of  a  team  with  Senior  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Wright,  and  take  an 
active  part  in  health  education  in  our  local  secondary  schools,  They 
also  give  talks  to  local  women’s  groups— W.R.V.S.,  Townswomens’ 
Guilds,  Young  Wives,  playgroups  and  Colleges  of  Further  Education. 

During  the  year  the  Superintendent,  1  assistant  superintendent 
and  3  group  advisers  attended  management  courses,  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  1  group  adviser  attended  a  course  on  administration; 

3  health  visitors  attended  refresher  courses  and  approximately  half  of 
the  health  visitors  and  school/clinic  nurses  attended  an  in-service 

training  course. 

Three  student  health  visitors  from  this  Authority  received  training 
during  the  year  at  the  Birmingham  College  of  Commerce.  Six  student 
health  visitors  from  the  College  were  sent  for  their  practical  super¬ 
vised  training  within  the  borough  and  the  health  centres  at  Primrose 
Lane,  Brooklands  Parade  and  Oxley  were  used  for  their  practical 
work  under  the  supervision  of  our  fieldwork  instructors.  3  student 
health  visitors  from  Cambridge  and  Oxford  came  for  their  regional 
training  of  two  weeks  duration  as  also  did  two  students  from  "VN  alsall. 

The  average  cost  of  health  visiting  per  1,000  population  for  the 
83  county  boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1968/69  was 
£167.  18s.  0d.,  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £175  9s.  Od. 

4.  Home  Nursing 

The  establishment  comprises  a  Superintendent,  2  Assistant 
Superintendents  and  40  District  Nurses.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent,  2  Assistant  Superintendents, 
23  full  time  state  registered  nurses,  3  full  time  state  enrolled  nurses, 
9  part  time  state  registered  nurses,  1  part  time  state  enrolled  nurse  and 
8  nursing  auxiliaries. 

The  nursing  auxiliaries  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  state 
registered  nurse  who  is  in  charge  of  the  area  and  assists  with  the 
care  of  the  elderly,  frail  and  disabled.  Three  nursing  auxiliaries 
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attended  the  first  training  course  to  be  organised  for  nursing  auxiliaries 

of  the  West  Midland  Post  Registration  Nurse  Training  School, 
Brierley  Lane  Clinic. 


Requests  for  patients  to  be  attended  by  the  nurses  were  received 
from  all  the  general  practitioners  in  the  town  as  well  as  from  the 
hospitals  within  the  town  and  in  surrounding  areas.  Messages  are 
taken  at  the  Health  Office  when  it  is  open.  At  other  times  the 
Ambulance  Department  will  give  the  enquirer  the  name  and  telephone 
number  of  the  member  of  staff  on  duty  to  take  messages.  The 
message  is  recorded  on  a  special  duplicated  form  when  received  and 
is  given  to  the  nurse  concerned.  If  necessary,  patients  are  visited 

the  day  that  the  request  is  made  provided  the  request  reaches  the 
Service  by  4  p.m. 

Five  state  registered  nurses  attended  courses  at  the  West  Midland 
Post  Registration  Nurse  Training  School  for  the  National  Certificate 
in  District  Nursing;  they  were  successful  in  obtaining  the  certificate. 
One  state  registered  nurse  attended  a  week’s  residential  refresher 
course  and  two  state  enrolled  nurses  attended  a  week’s  non-residential 
refresher  course.  Ten  members  of  staff  during  the  year  attended 
Study  Days  on  various  aspects  of  the  work. 

As  in  previous  years  many  student  and  pupil  nurses  accompanied 
nurses  on  their  rounds  of  visits.  This  year  in  addition  to  having 
trainees  from  the  Royal  Hospital  School  of  Nursing  there  were  pupil 
nurses  from  the  R.A.F.  Hospital,  Cosford. 

Preparations  began  for  the  changes  envisaged  as  a  result  of  the 
new  syllabus  for  student  nurse  training.  The  Superintendent,  along 
with  the  other  four  Superintendents  of  the  County  Boroughs  part¬ 
icipating  in  the  West  Midland  Post  Registration  Nurse  Training 
School  met  the  Principal  Tutors  of  the  Nurse  Training  Schools 
within  the  area  and  these  meetings  are  continuing. 

Two  state  registered  nurses  who  hold  the  National  Certificate 
in  District  Nursing  attended  the  course  for  practical  work  instructors 
which  was  organised  at  the  West  Midland  Post  Registration  Nurse 
Training  School.  These  senior  nurses  will  be  participating  in  the 
training  of  the  newly  appointed  members  of  the  staff  as  well  as  in 
the  training  of  student  nurses. 
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A  scheme  to  improve  the  liaison  between  the  general  practitioners 
and  the  Home  Nurses  was  commenced  during  the  second  half  of  the 

year. 


A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  nurses  is  given  below:— 


Cases  on  Register 

at  1.1.69  New  Cases 

Total  Visits 

Cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.69 

954  2,126 

103,903 

806 

The  nature  and  number  of  the 

cases  and  the  number  of  visits 

received  were: — 

Cases 

Number 

Visits 

Medical  . . 

. .  2,219 

81,018 

Surgical  . . 

616 

17,841 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

32 

1,776 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. . 

40 

2,494 

Maternal  Complications 

9 

65 

Others  . . 

164 

709 

3,080 

103,903 

Children  under  5  years  of  age  (0.9  per  cent  of  all  patients)  received 
less  than  1  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of  1 2  visits  a  case ; 
patients  between  5  and  64  years  of  age  (36  per  cent  of  all  patients! 
received  30  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of  28  visits  a  case; 
patients  of  65  years  of  age  and  over  (63  per  cent  of  all  patients) 
received  69  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of  38  visits  a  case. 

In  the  financial  year  1968/69  the  home  nursing  service  in  Wol¬ 
verhampton  cost  £184.  2s.  Od.  per  thousand  population;  the  average 
for  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was  £266.  13s.  Od. 


5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  of  Persons  under  the  age  of  16  years 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year  2,539  children  were  vaccinated  and  208  re- 
vaccinated.  Medical  Officers  of  the  local  authority  carried  out  1,692 
of  the  2,747  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations,  and  1,055  were  done 
by  general  practitioners. 
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(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

A  total  of  4,201  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year,  4,199  by  way  of  combined  antigens.  Of  this  total 
2,727  were  immunised  by  medical  officers  of  the  local  authority  at 
clinics,  399  by  the  school  health  service  and  1,076  by  general  practi¬ 
tioners.  In  addition  2,575  children  received  reinforcing  doses,  of 
whom  946  were  injected  at  clinics,  699  in  schools  and  930  by  their 
own  general  practitioners. 

(c)  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

Protection  against  whooping  cough  was  given  to  4,042  children, 
all  but  four  of  whom  received  it  by  means  of  combined  antigens;  of 
these  2,685  were  immunised  at  clinics,  1,045  by  general  practitioners 
and  312  by  the  school  health  service.  A  further  2,091  children  had 
reinforcing  doses  by  combined  antigens,  817  at  clinics,  732  from 
their  own  doctors  and  542  by  the  school  health  service. 

(d)  Immunisation  against  Tetanus 

Primary  immunisation  against  tetanus  was  given  to  4,300  children, 
and  leinforcing  doses  to  2,844,  in  every  case  by  combined  antigens. 
Of  those  who  completed  primary  courses  2,727  were  immunised  at 
clinics  and  399  in  schools  by  medical  officers  of  the  local  authority, 
and  1,174  by  general  practitioners.  Of  those  who  received  rein¬ 
forcing  doses,  945  were  given  at  clinics,  704  in  schools,  and  1,195  by 
general  practitioners. 

(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

In  1969  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  offered  to 
all  first  and  second  year  pupils  in  Secondary  Schools  in  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton.  Consent  forms  were  issued  to  the  parents  of  4,187  pupils  and 
there  were  3,634  acceptances  (86%).  Skin  tests  were  positive  for 
480  children  (16%);  over  half  of  these  children  had  already  received 
B.C.G.,  and  only  8%  were  positive  from  naturally  acquired  immunity; 
ultimately  2,472  were  vaccinated. 

Additional  sessions  were  held  at  School  Clinics  for  immigrant 
chidren  of  school  age  and  absentees  from  Secondary  Schools.  A 
further  411  children  were  given  B.C.G.  at  these  sessions  bringing  the 
total  number  of  B.C.G.  vaccinations  in  1969  to  2,883. 
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Of  the  children  who  were  skin  test  positive  and  referred  for 
Chest  X-ray,  two  were  admitted  to  hospital  with  active  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs’ and  two  children  were  kept  under  review  with  primary 
lesions  which  were  probably  healed.  Four  other  children  in  the 
same  age  group  were  notified  during  the  year  as  having  primary  lesions 
in  the  lungs  with  enlarged  hilar  glands. 


(f)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

A  total  of  4,100  children  completed  primary  courses  of  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year;  4,058  received  the  oral  Sabin 
vaccine  and  42  were  injected  with  the  Salk  vaccine.  Of  this  total 
2,835  were  vaccinated  at  clinics;  1,161  by  general  practitioners  and 
104  by  the  School  Health  Service.  A  further  1,488  children  had 
reinforcing  doses,  411  at  clinics,  857  by  their  own  doctor  and  220 
by  the  School  Health  Service. 

(g)  Measles  Vaccination 

A  total  of  1,207  children  were  vaccinated  during  the  year:  799  at 
clinics,  403  by  general  practitioners,  and  5  by  the  School  Health 

Service. 

The  expenditure  in  Wolverhampton  on  vaccination  and  im¬ 
munisation  per  1,000  population  in  1968/69  was  £43.  14s.  Od.  The 
average  expenditure  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales 

was  £16.  12s.  Od. 

6.  Ambulance  Service 

The  service  has  a  staff  of  71  and  a  fleet  of  27  vehicles  consisting 
of  20  ambulances,  7  sitting  case  cars  and  a  mortuary  van.  The 
number  of  calls  was  86,235  and  the  total  mileage  was  388,649.  Of 
the  total  calls  2.3  per  cent  were  to  accidents  and  6.6  per  cent  to 

emergencies. 

The  average  cost  of  the  ambulance  service  per  1 ,000  population 
for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1968/69 
was  £489.  15s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £486.  Is.  Od. 
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7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care 

(a)  Cervical  Cytology 

Two  sessions  a  week  are  held  at  Lea  Road  Clinic;  one  session  is 
held  each  month  at  the  Bilston,  Alfred  Squire  Road  and  Oxley  Clinics, 
and  smears  also  are  taken  at  the  family  planning  clinic. 

A  total  of  1,445  smears  were  taken;  of  these  sixty-eight  were 
referred  to  their  general  practitioner  for  minor  infections.  No  positive 
cases  were  referred  to  the  gynaecologist  at  the  Women’s  Hospital 
for  further  investigation. 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

During  the  past  year,  the  After  Care  Officer  continued  to  deal 
with  the  personal  and  social  problems  of  the  tuberculous  patients 
that  may  arise  at  any  time  from  the  date  of  the  first  attendance  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  until  the  final  discharge.  Close  co-operation  has 
been  maintained  with  the  Tuberculosis  Visitors  and  with  the  staff  of 
the  Chest  Clinic. 

In  1969  the  total  number  of  domiciliary  visits  made  to  tuberculous 
families  was  849  and  629  cases  were  dealt  with.  Financial  help, 
clothing  grants,  bed  and  bedding  grants  were  obtained  for  33  patients 
and  24  patients  attending  the  Chest  Clinic  were  registered  as  disabled 
during  the  year.  The  Chest  Physician  in  many  cases  recommended 
that  the  patients  were  suitable  for  training  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
Industrial  Rehabilitation  Training  Centre  to  enable  them  to  obtain  a 
lighter  and  more  suitable  type  of  employment. 

(c)  Other  Illness 

There  were  58  applications  for  convalescence  during  the  year; 
152  geriatric  problems  including  housing  were  dealt  with;  377  other 
problems  of  a  varied  nature  were  referred  and  dealt  with  by  the  After 
Care  Officer. 

(d)  Home  Nursing  Equipment  Service 

This  year  1,489  articles  were  loaned  compared  with  1,385  last 
year.  Quarterly  checking  on  loans  has  continued  and  demands  for 
most  items  can  be  met  immediately.  The  stock  of  wheel  chairs  and 
commode  chairs  has  been  increased  but  occasionally  demand  still 
exceeds  supply. 
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(e)  Laundry  Service 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  attends  a  number  of  incontinent 
patients  who  either  cannot  provide  bed  linen  or  are  unable  to  arrange 
to  have  it  washed,  and  a  laundry  service  was  introduced  in  1959  for 
such  patients.  A  stock  of  bed  linen  is  held  at  the  Health  Department, 
and  this  is  issued  to  incontinent  patients  through  the  district  nursing 
service.  These  sheets  when  soiled  are  collected  and  sent  to  the 
laundry  at  New  Cross  Hospital.  During  the  year  17,751  sheets  were 
issued  to  patients,  compared  with  19,763  in  the  previous  year. 

(f)  Chiropody  Service 

The  chiropody  service  provides  free  treatment  for  persons  of 
pensionable  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers. 
Nine  part-time  chiropodists  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  during  the 
year: — 

Number  of  Persons  Treated 


1. 

Elderly  Persons  . .  •  •  . 

3,272 

2. 

Expectant  Mothers 

66 

3. 

Children  under  5 

1 

4. 

Others 

1,444 

Total 

4,783 

Number  of  Treatments 

1. 

In  Clinics 

11,491 

2. 

In  Patients’  Homes . 

3,860 

3. 

In  Old  People’s  Homes  (including  Voluntary  Homes) 

733 

4. 

In  Chiropodists’  Surgeries  . 

655 

Total  ..  16,739 


Number  of  Treatments  which  were  paid  for  by 

the  Authority  on  the  basis  of  fees  per  treatment  ..  4,515 

Domiciliary  treatments  (3,860 — including  545  done  by  whole 
time  staff)  represent  23%  of  the  total  treatments  (16,739)  whilst 
the  number  of  treatments  paid  for  on  a  fee  per  treatment  basis 
(4,515 — including  655  given  in  private  surgeries)  amount  to  27.0 /0. 
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The  average  cost  of  prevention,  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis 
per  1,000  population  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and 

Wales  in  the  year  1968/69  was  £19.  12s.  Od. ;  in  Wolverhampton  it 
was  £11.  19s.  Od. 

The  average  cost  of  the  services  for  other  illness  per  1,000 
population  in  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  was 
£98.  8s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £53.  5s.  Od. 

8.  Domestic  Help 

At  the  end  of  1969  there  were  5  full-time  home  helps  working 
40  hours  per  week  and  236  part-time  home  helps  working  a  variety 
of  hours  up  to  36  weekly.  This  increase  in  our  staff  of  home  helps 
by  40  part-time  workers  over  the  year  is  a  hopeful  sign  that  a  growing 
number  of  housewives  are  willing  to  do  useful  work  within  the 
community.  This  “will”  to  be  of  service  to  the  sick  and  aged  has 
always  played  a  vital  part  in  the  building  up  of  the  home  help  service 
over  the  past  21  years. 

The  1,830  cases  assisted  comprised: — 


Maternities . 

Elderly  chronic  sick 

Young  chronic  sick  and  tuberculous 

Others . 


84 


1,579 


147 

20 


There  was  an  increase  of  148  cases  over  1968. 

The  number  of  visits  by  the  Organiser  and  Assistants  was  4,070. 

An  analysis  of  the  help  given  to  the  over  65s  shows  that  the 
greatest  number  have  3  hours  help  per  week  with  decreasing  numbers 
having  a  greater  or  lesser  amount  of  help. 

Three  groups  of  home  helps  received  a  further  period  of  training 
consisting  of  2  hours  weekly  for  4  weeks.  The  talks  covered  all  aspects 
of  home  care  within  the  community  and  were  much  appreciated  by 
home  helps. 

In  the  financial  year  1968/69  the  domestic  help  service  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  cost  £247.  3s.  Od.  per  thousand  population,  the  average  for 
the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was  £382.  18s.  Od. 
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9.  Health  Education 

Although  schools  continue  to  make  the  greatest  demand  on  the 
health  education  service,  this  year  has  seen  an  increase  in  requests 
from  a  wide  range  of  community  organisations  for  talks  and  infor¬ 
mation  about  health  subjects.  A  total  of  162  talks,  90  by  medical 
officers,  47  by  health  visitors,  14  by  mental  welfare  officers  and  1 1  by 
the  health  education  assistant  have  been  given  in  15  Secondary  Schools. 
The  subjects  discussed  have  included  drug  abuse,  venereal  disease, 
smoking,  the  health  service,  birth  of  a  baby,  mental  health,  infectious 
disease  and  immunisation,  food  hygiene,  accidents  and  first  aid,  care 
of  the  elderly,  housing  and  living  conditions,  sanitation  and  water 
supplies.  These  talks  have  been  illustrated  with  films,  slides,  tape 
recordings  and  flannel-graphs,  and  emphasis  has  continued  to  be 
given  to  fourth  year  pupils,  though  increasingly  schools  are  planning 
health  education  programmes  to  cover  all  age  groups. 

There  has  been  close  co-operation  with  the  Marriage  Guidance 
Council  who  have  led  discussions  on  personal  relationships  in 
several  schools  at  which  we  had  previously  talked  on  human  phy¬ 
siology,  birth  of  a  baby  and  venereal  disease. 

The  subject  of  “drug  abuse”  has  again  continued  to  be  of  topical 
interest.  As  well  as  schools,  requests  have  been  received  for  talks 
on  this  subject  in  colleges,  youth  clubs,  church  organisations,  womens 
meetings,  parent  teacher  association  meetings,  social  workers  and 
hospital  staff.  The  demand  for  the  booklet  “About  Drugs”  has 
continued,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  30,000  copies  had  been 
distributed  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

To  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  health  education  services  a 
physical  education  specialist  was  appointed  in  August  for  one  session 
a  week  as  a  health  education  assistant.  This  has  meant  that  we  can 
now  include  more  schools  in  our  health  education  programme. 

Many  workers,  both  in  the  hospital  service  and  in  the  community 
have  been  concerned  about  the  inadequate  diet  of  Asian  infants  and 
the  consequent  anaemia.  To  meet  this  problem  the  leaflet  “Your 
Child  Needs  Protein  Food  and  Iron  to  Build  Blood”  was  produced 
by  the  department.  As  well  as  graphic  design,  the  information  was 
also  presented  in  English,  Punjabi  and  Urdu.  Three  surrounding 
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local  Authorities  purchased  copies  and  a  total  of  12,000  have  been 
distributed,  both  in  the  Midlands  and  to  other  local  Authorities 
requesting  copies. 

The  In-Service  Training  Course  for  health  and  social  workers 
was  extended  this  year  to  three  days  and  again  held  at  the  Technical 
Teachers  College.  Five  places  were  offered  to  each  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  authorities  and  the  course  was  attended  by  80  persons  (55  from 
Wolverhampton  and  25  from  other  authorities).  The  programme 
included  group  discussions  on  topics  of  current  interest  and  talks 
on  topical  subjects;  family  planning,  gastroenteritis  in  infants,  renal 
dialysis  and  the  future  of  the  health  services.  The  highlight  of  the 
course  was  a  session  on  the  ethics  of  transplant  surgery,  when  a 
consultant  surgeon  from  the  Birmingham  Accident  Hospital  and  a 
tutor  from  Lichfield  Theological  College  each  gave  an  informative 
and  stimulating  half  hour  talk  on  the  subject,  followed  by  general 
discussions. 

Other  activities  included  in-service  training  for  home  helps  and 
talks  to  pupil  midwives  and  nurses  at  New  Cross  Hospital.  Health 
Department  staff  have  also  spoken  on  two  pre-retirement  courses 
held  at  the  College  of  Adult  Education. 

An  annual  contribution  of  £411  was  made  to  the  Health  Edu¬ 
cation  Council  and  one  of  £5.  5s.  Od.  to  the  Chest  and  Heart 
Association. 

10.  Mental  Health 
(a)  Administration 

During  the  year  a  Mental  Welfare  Officer  completed  a  two-year 
course  of  training,  gaining  the  Certificate  in  Social  Work  and  one 
gained  Part  I  of  the  Diploma  in  Social  Studies  (London).  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  included  a 
Principal  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  a  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer, 
two  female  and  five  male  Mental  Welfare  Officers  (one  part-time) 
and  a  female  Welfare  Assistant. 

All  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  are  appointed  to  make  application 
for  the  admission  of  patients  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental 
Health  Act,  1959;  in  Wolverhampton,  before  this  procedure  is  carried 
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out,  each  patient  is  examined  by  a  Consultant  Psychiatrist  from  St. 
George’s  Hospital,  Stafford,  or  from  New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  One  female  Officer  and  one  female  Welfare  Assistant 
deal  with  the  mentally  subnormal.  With  the  opening  of  the  new 
Adult  Training  Centre  in  Stow  Heath  Lane,  there  are  now  four 
Special  Training  Centres  for  the  subnormal  having  a  total  staff  of 
four  Supervisors,  two  Deputy  Supervisors,  two  Senior  Assistant 
Supervisors,  three  Male  Instructors,  two  Female  Instructors,  twenty- 
one  Assistant  Supervisors,  six  Trainees  and  three  General  Assistants. 
Two  of  the  Trainees  are  at  present  attending  a  Diploma  Course  for 
Teachers  of  the  Mentally  Handicapped. 

Co-operation  with  the  hospital  authorities  has  continued. 
Wolverhampton  is  included  in  the  catchment  area  of  St.  Margaret  s 
Hospital,  Great  Barr  and  all  hospital  admissions  of  sub-normal 
patients  are  now  arranged  by  application  there.  Consultant  Psy¬ 
chiatrists  from  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford,  attend  the  out-patients 
psychiatric  clinics  at  the  Royal  Hospital  and  New  Cross  Hospital  and 
at  the  latter  they  are  responsible  also  for  the  medical  supervision  of 
patients  admitted  to  the  psychiatric  unit;  the  Consultants  call  upon 
the  service  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  at  out-patients  clinics  and 
readily  make  themselves  available  to  advise  these  officers. 


(b)  Work  undertaken  in  the  Community 
(i)  Mental  Iiiness 

Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  (Prevention 
of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care)  2,618  visits  were  paid  by  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  to  956  people  who  had  been  referred  to  them  by 
General  Practitioners  or  by  other  departments  and  gave  153  inter¬ 
views  to  people  who  came  directly  to  them  at  the  Health  Department 
seeking  help  and  advice.  These  officers  also  paid  694  visits  to  former 
mental  hospital  patients  and  247  were  being  regularly  visited  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  568  (251 
male  and  317  female)  Wolverhampton  residents  were  admitted  to 
mental  hospitals  during  1969.  Of  these  admissions,  204  (95  male 
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and  109  female)  (35.9%)  were  made  under  compulsory  orders  (sections 
29,  25  and  26)  and  364  (156  male  and  208  female)  (64.1%)  were 
informal.  Mental  Welfare  Officers  assisted  in  all  the  compulsory 
admissions  and  in  234  (64.3%)  of  the  informal  admissions. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  also  admitted  21  persons  who  were 
normally  resident  outside  the  County  Borough. 

The  following  tables  give  the  age  and  sex  of  the  persons  resident 

m  the  borough  admitted  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  the  source 
of  referal. 


Age  Group  Analysis  of  all  Admissions  resident  in  Borough 


Sex 

Under 

16 

16-19 

Yrs. 

20-29 

Yrs. 

30-39 

Yrs. 

40-49 

Yrs. 

50-59 

Yrs. 

60-69 

Yrs. 

70-  79 
Yrs. 

Over 

80 

Yrs. 

All 

Ages 

Male 

1 

10 

47 

33 

36 

31 

21 

14 

4 

197 

Female 

— 

5 

29 

50 

49 

29 

32 

35 

14 

243 

Total 

1 

15 

76 

83 

85 

60 

53 

49 

18 

440 

Sources  of  Referal— All  Patients 


General  Practitioners 

173 

Relatives 

54 

Hospitals . 

45 

Out  Patient  Clinics 

57 

Police  . 

54 

Other  Sources 

57 

Total 

440 

BLAKELEY  GREEN  HOUSE  continued  to  provide  rehabilit¬ 
ation  and  residential  accommodation  for  men.  During  the  year,  5 
persons  were  admitted  and  5  persons  were  discharged;  10  persons 
were  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

THE  PSYCHIATRIC  SOCIAL  CLUB  continues  to  serve  a  useful 
purpose  and  meetings  are  held  weekly. 
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(ii)  Mental  Subnormality 

In  1969,  58  new  cases  were  ascertained  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  of  these  19  were  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority, 
30  were  referred  from  Dr.  Buchan’s  Clinic  and  9  from  other  sources. 

During  the  year  8  persons  died,  18  persons  were  admitted  to 
hospital  for  permanent  care  and  31  were  admitted  to  temporary  care 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52. 

The  number  of  cases  known  to  the  Health  Department  to  be 
in  need  of  after-care  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,  147,  comprising  t  e 

following: — 


Number  of  known  Mentally  Handicapped  persons 
receiving  home  visits  and  in  hospitals 


(i)  Receiving  home  visits 

(a)  Under  supervision 

(b)  Attending  and  awaitii 
admission  to  Special 
Training  Centres 

(c)  Awaiting  admission 
to  hospital 

(ii)  In  hospital 

Total 


Under  16 

Over 

16 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

14 

12 

228 

212 

466 

117 

75 

72 

66 

330 

12 

10 

7 

2 

31 

29 

19 

150 

122 

320 

172 

116 

457 

402 

1,147 

This  total  of  1,147  mentally  handicapped  persons  is  the  number 
considered  under  the  terms  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  to  be  m 
need  of  care  either  in  the  community  or  in  hospital,  and  2,280  visits 

were  paid  to  them. 

A  diagnostic  clinic  is  held  each  month  and  during  the  year  57 
cases  were  seen. 


Short  Stay  Home 

There  were  43  admissions  to  Oxley  Moor  House  during  1969 
and  3  were  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Residential  Hostels 

During  the  year  6  admissions  were  made  to  Pinfold  House  and 
6  girls  were  m  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Leasowes  House  had 

2  admissions  during  the  year  and  6  boys  were  in  residence  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Special  Training  Centres 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  attending  the  Special 
Training  Centres  was  328,  that  is,  133  at  Oxley  Adult,  Nursery  and 
Special  Care  Centre,  59  at  the  newly  opened  Stow  Heath  Adult  Centre, 
74  at  Waterloo  Road  Junior  Centre  and  62  at  Bradley  Junior  Centre. 
This  number  includes  16  out-of-borough  cases.  There  were  41  new 
admissions  during  1969.  Of  the  total  number  attending  the  Special 
Training  Centres,  38  have  a  degree  of  spasticity. 

In  the  financial  year  1968/69  the  Mental  Health  Services  in 
Wolverhampton  cost  £377.  19s.  Od.  per  1,000  population.  The  average 
for  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was  £433.  7s.  Od. 

11.  Care  of  Aged  and  Infirm 

The  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  persons  who,  being 
seriously  ill  or  being  aged,  infirm,  or  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention.  Action  can  be  taken  by  the  local  authority  if  the  medical 
officer  of  health  certifies  that  it  is  necessary  to  remove  such  persons 
either  in  their  own  interests  or  for  preventing  injury  or  serious 
nuisance  to  others. 

During  the  year  14  cases  (5  males  and  9  females)  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department,  5  females  were  admitted  to 
Welfare  Homes  (3  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act): 

4  males  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  4  females  were  nursed  satis¬ 
factorily  at  home. 

12.  Epileptics 

Forty-six  epileptics  have  registered  under  the  Council’s  scheme 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  they  represent  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  epileptics  in  Wolverhampton.  Four  epileptic 
children  of  school  age  are  in  special  boarding  schools,  and  several 
other  epileptic  children  who  do  not  need  special  education  attend 
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ordinary  schools,  whilst  among  the  subnormal  attending  Training 
Centres  there  are  32  epileptics  (10  at  Oxley,  5  at  Bilston,  7  at  Waterloo 
Road  and  10  at  Stow  Heath  Lane). 


13.  Spastics 

Thirty-six  adults  have  registered  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 
Spastics  of  school  age  include  29  attending  special  schools  In  addition 
a  number  of  mild  cases  of  spasticity  presenting  no  special  educational 
problem  attend  ordinary  schools  in  the  town.  Some  subnormal 
children  have  the  additional  disability  of  being  spastic  and  there  are 
38  such  children  in  our  Training  Centres  (19  at  Oxley,  8  at  Water  oo 
Road,  2  at  Rilston  and  9  at  Stow  Heath  Lane). 


14.  Blind  Persons 

The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  was  70  blind  and 
14  partially  sighted  and  the  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  574;  68  per  cent  are  aged  65  years 

or  over. 


Age  Group 
Under  15 
15-39 
40-64 

65  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

5 

9 

14 

23 

9 

32 

74 

66 

140 

126 

262 

388 

228 

346 

574 

15.  Medical  Examinations 

Medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  the  Transport,  Fire  and  Ambulance  Service 
Police  and  other  Corporation  Departments.  The  total  number  of 
examinations  during  1969  was  1,175  comprising  817  males  and  358 
females,  including  480  (463  males  and  17  females)  for  the  Transport 
Department,  and  35  males  and  7  females  for  the  Fire  and  Ambulance 
Service.  A  charge  is  made  to  the  Police  and  Transport  Departments 
and  the  Fire  Service  for  each  examination  performed,  but  no  charge 
is  made  to  other  Corporation  Departments.  In  addition  18  blood 
samples  were  taken  from  Water  Department  employees  to  exclude 
latent  typhoid  infection. 
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SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1.  Incidence 

The  corrected  notifications  of  certain  infectious  diseases  in 
Wolverhampton  during  1969  are  as  follows: — 


Disease 


Number  of 
Notifications 


Scarlet  Fever  34 

Whooping  Cough  24 

Measles  1,306 

Dysentery  12 

Food  Poisoning  1 3 

Infective  Jaundice  27 

Acute  Meningitis  6 


Measles  Notifications 

The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  of  measles  since  the 
borough  was  enlarged  on  1st  April  1966. 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1  st  Quarter . . 

— 

1,226 

97 

215 

2nd  Quarter 

426 

787 

974* 

253 

3rd  Quarter 

238 

150 

724 

160 

4th  Quarter 

195 

16 

63 

678 

Total 

859 

2,179 

1,858 

1,306 

*  Vaccination  against  measles  was  introduced  in  May,  1968. 
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2.  Venereal  Diseases 

The  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Royal 
Hospital. 

SYPHILIS.  During  the  year  22  cases  were  dealt  with  for  the 
first  time,  3  of  them  were  suffering  from  primary  or  secondary  syphilis 
or  latent  syphilis  in  the  first  year  of  infection.  Of  these  22  cases 
(14  male  and  8  female)  20  were  Wolverhampton  residents.  In 
addition  1  Wolverhampton  resident  suffering  from  syphilis  was  dealt 
with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 

GONORRHOEA.  There  were  478  cases  (341  males  and  137 
females)  dealt  with  for  the  first  time,  and  348  of  these  were  Wolver¬ 
hampton  residents.  In  addition,  6  Wolverhampton  residents  suffering 
from  gonorrhoea  were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 

OTHER  CONDITIONS.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 
the  first  time  was  1,186  (772  males  and  414  females),  but  552  of  them 
(323  males  and  229  females)  did  not  require  treatment.  In  addition 
13  Wolverhampton  residents  suffering  from  one  of  these  other 
conditions  were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 

3.  Tuberculosis 

The  local  health  authority  is  responsible  for  measures  designed 
to  prevent  tuberculosis,  and  they  include  advising  the  Housing 
Committee  on  the  desirability  of  providing  housing  accommodation 
for  families  containing  a  tuberculous  member;  persuading  all  contacts 
of  known  cases  to  report  for  examination;  the  routine  Heaf  testing 
of  all  infants  attending  welfare  centres  and  all  school  entrants,  and 
B.C.G.  vaccination  which  was  offered  for  all  first  and  second  year 
pupils  in  secondary  schools,  3,634  accepting  and  2,472  being  vac¬ 
cinated.  The  total  number  of  B.C.G.  vaccinations  in  1969  by  the 
Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  was  2,883.  X-ray  facilities  (readily 
available  to  general  practitioners)  continued  to  be  available  in 
ascertaining  cases. 
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Since  1920  there  were  continuous  declines  in  both  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  death  rates  in  Wolverhampton  until  1960.  In  1951 
the  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  had  declined  to  51  per 
100,000,  in  1957  to  11,  in  1958  to  10,  in  1959  to  9  and  in  1960  to  7. 
In  1961  it  rose  to  10,  in  1962  it  was  again  10,  in  1963  and  1964  it  was  7, 
in  1965  and  1966  it  was  5,  in  1967  it  was  4,  in  1968  it  was  7  and  in 
1969  (with  14  deaths,  11  of  which  were  pulmonary)  it  was  5  per 
100,000  population. 


Notifications 


Year 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Pulmonary 

65 

52 

Male 

41 

66 

62 

Female 

20 

39 

38 

30 

49 

Non-Pulmonary 

10 

11 

Male 

7 

13 

10 

Female 

6 

15 

4 

13 

12 

Total 

74 

133 

114 

118 

124 

The  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1969  were 
classified  as  follows : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

814 

Male 

94 

Female 

459 

Female 

89 

1,273 

183 
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Deaths 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1969  and  the  preceding  four 
years  are  given  below : — 


Year 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Pulmonary 

Male 

6 

6 

6 

9 

10 

Female 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

— 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Female 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Total 

, 

7 

13 

11 

17 

14 

Details  of  notifications  and  deaths  in  1969  are  given  below: — 


Age 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1—4 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

4 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

9 

16 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—44 

20 

15 

5 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45—64 

13 

5 

2 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

65—74 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

75  and  over  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

52 

49 

11 

12 

10 

1 

2 

1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

F.  Binns  Hartley,  M.A.P.H.I. 

The  depleted  staffing  situation  did  not  improve  as  the  year 
progressed. 

On  the  1st  January,  one  of  the  four  vacancies,  which  existed 
for  District  Inspectors,  was  filled;  twenty-two  inspectors  were  then 
in  post  compared  with  twenty-five  on  the  establishment,  which  had 
been  reduced  from  twenty-nine  at  the  beginning  of  the  previous  year. 

However,  within  two  months,  the  public  health  (meat)  inspector, 
who  was  appointed  in  September  1968,  rejoined  his  former  local 
authority  where  he  had  received  his  training  but  where  there  was  not 
a  vacancy  for  a  public  health  inspector  at  the  time  of  his  qualification 
in  June,  1968.  In  July  a  pupil  was  promoted  upon  his  successful 
completion  of  the  Degree  (Sandwich)  Course  in  Environmental  Health 
at  the  University  of  Aston.  He  obtained  an  Upper  Second  Class 
Honours  Degree  and  was  subsequently  granted  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Education  Board’s  Diploma,  enabling  him  to  practise  as  a 
Public  Health  Inspector;  he  was  the  first  pupil  employed  by  Wolver¬ 
hampton  to  obtain  this  B.Sc.  Unfortunately,  the  end  of  the  month 
saw  another  departure  when  a  district  inspector  obtained  a  similar 
post  with  the  Jersey  Civil  Service. 

Efforts  to  appoint  a  public  health  inspector  to  fill  the  meat 
inspector’s  vacancy  were  unsuccessful;  assistance  was  provided  for 
the  meat  inspection  service  by  the  attendance  of  a  district  inspector 
as  and  when  required.  Eventually,  in  October,  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  a  third  authorised  meat  inspector.  At  the  end 
of  the  same  month  a  district  inspector  obtained  a  post  with  a  rural 
authority;  this  completed  the  inspectorial  staff  changes. 

Therefore,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  remained  four  vacancies 
for  district  inspectors;  the  staff  comprised  eighteen  public  health 
inspectors  and  three  authorised  meat  inspectors,  who  are  counted  on 
the  establishment  as  inspectorial  staff. 

There  were  four  pupils  in  post  at  the  end  of  the  year;  two  students 
were  taking  the  degree  course  and  two  were  engaged  on  the  diploma 
course. 
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New  legislation  affecting  the  work  of  the  department  in  its 
various  fields  came  into  force  during  the  year. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  1968  which  amends  and  adds  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  became  operative,  partly  on  1st  April  and 
the  remainder  on  1st  October.  The  control  of  dark  smoke  emissions 
has  been  extended  to  industrial  and  trade  sources  other  than  chimneys, 
subject  to  regulations  made  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  &  Local 
Government;  control  of  dark  smoke  under  the  principal  Act  applies 
only  to  emissions  from  chimneys.  Control  of  grit  and  dust  has  been 
extended  to  a  wider  range  of  furnaces  and  fuels.  The  Minister  is 
given  power  to  make  regulations,  limiting  emissions  from  the  chim¬ 
neys  of  furnaces  to  which  control  applies  and  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  relating  to  grit  and  dust  to  include  fume.  The  Act  of  1956 
made  the  minimum  height  of  a  chimney  a  condition  of  approval 
under  the  Building  Regulations  1965  but  the  provision  only  applied 
when  a  plan  was  submitted  for  a  new  chimney  or  an  alteration  to  an 
existing  chimney  and  chimneys  to  offices,  shops  and  residences  were 
exempt.  Control  of  the  height  of  a  chimney  serving  a  furnace  is 
revised  by  the  1968  Act;  the  height  is  no  longer  a  condition  of  approval 
under  the  Building  Regulations  and  offices,  shops  and  residences  are 
no  longer  exempt.  The  new  provisions  do  not  apply  to  a  chimney 
serving  a  furnace  consuming  less  than  100  pounds  per  hour  of  solid 
matter  or  less  than  an  equivalent  of  one  and  a  quarter  million  B.T.U.s 
per  hour  in  the  case  of  gaseous  or  liquid  fuels.  It  is  now  necessary  to 
apply  to  the  local  authority  for  approval  of  the  height  when  a  new 
chimney  is  built,  when  the  combustion  space  of  a  furnace  is  increased 
or  when  a  furnace  is  replaced  by  one  having  a  larger  combustion  space. 
In  approving  the  height  of  a  chimney  the  local  authority  may  stipulate 
conditions  as  to  rate  and/or  quality  of  emissions.  The  provisions 
relating  to  smoke  control  areas  have  been  extended  and  give  the 
Minister  power  to  direct  a  local  authority,  where  he  considers  it 
necessary,  to  submit  a  programme  and  upon  approval  to  carry  out  the 
proposals.  The  Act  also  makes  it  an  offence  to  buy,  otherwise 
acquire  or  deliver  unauthorised  fuel  for  use  in  a  smoke  control  area 
except  in  the  case  of  exempted  buildings  or  appliances. 

In  exercise  of  powers  conferred  by  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968  the 
Minister  has  made  the  Clean  Air  (Emission  of  Dark  Smoke)  (Exemp¬ 
tion)  Regulations  which  exempt  dark  smoke  from  specified  sources 
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from  the  new  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  Clean  Air  (Arrestment  Plant) 
(Exemption)  Regulations  which  exempt  furnaces  of  specified  types 
and  dimensions  from  the  requirement  that  grit  and  dust  arresters  be 
fitted,  and  the  Clean  Air  (Height  of  Chimneys)  (Prescribed  Form) 
Regulations  which  set  out  the  information  to  be  submitted  to  the 
local  authority  when  an  application  is  made  for  approval  of  a  chimney 
height. 

The  publication  “Cold  Blast  Cupolas”  was  issued  early  in  the 
year  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government;  the  purpose  of 
this  publication  is  to  help  local  authorities  and  industrialists  to 
ensure  that  emissions  from  cold  blast  cupolas  at  iron  foundries  are 
minimised  so  far  as  practicable.  The  recommended  methods  of 
calculating  cupola  chimney  heights  and  for  the  removal  of  grit  and 
dust  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  used  locally  for  some  years. 
There  are  also  suggestions  regarding  minimum  heights  of  discharge 
of  cupola  gases  and  fume. 

The  Meat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations  1969  came  into  operation 
on  1st  November  and  revoke  and  replace  The  Meat  (Staining  and 
Sterilisation)  Regulations  1960.  All  meat  which  is  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  all  knacker  meat  will  be  required  to  be  sterilised 
before  its  removal  for  sale  from  either  a  slaughterhouse  or  knackers 
yard.  Exemptions  may,  however,  be  granted  by  an  authorised  officer 
provided  that  the  meat  is  removed  in  closed  and  locked  impervious 
containers  or  vehicles  which  bear  a  conspicuous  label,  indicating  that 
the  contents  are  unfit  for  human  consumption,  to  a  place  where  it 
will  be  sterilised  or  destroyed. 

The  Food  (Control  of  Irradiation)  (Amendment)  Regulations 
1969  came  into  operation  on  1st  December  and  amend  the  Food 
(Control  of  Irradiation)  Regulations  1967.  These  regulations  make 
a  further  exception  to  permit  the  irradiation  of  food  for  patients  who 
are  certified  by  a  registered  medical  practitioner  to  require  a  sterile 
diet  as  an  essential  factor  in  their  treatment. 

The  Soft  Drinks  (Amendment)  Regulations  1969  amend  the  Soft 
Drinks  Regulations  1964  and  will  come  into  operation  on  1st  January 
1970.  The  use  of  cyclamates  will  no  longer  be  permitted  as  “artificial 
sweeteners”  but  provision  has  been  made  for  drinks  to  continue  to 
be  sold  until  1st  April  1970  bearing  labels  which  were  in  use  prior  to 
these  regulations  being  made. 
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The  Artificial  Sweeteners  in  Food  Regulations  1969  supersede 
the  Artificial  Sweeteners  in  Food  Regulations  1967  and  will  come  into 
operation  on  1st  January  1970.  All  reference  to  cyclamates  has  been 
deleted  but  the  present  compositional  and  labelling  requirements  for 
saccharin  tablets  will  be  retained. 

The  Public  Health  (Recurring  Nuisances)  Act  1969  came  into 
operation  on  25th  July  and  provides  local  authorities  with  more 
effective  powers  to  deal  with  statutory  nuisances  which  have  abated 
but  are  likely  to  recur  on  the  same  premises.  A  prohibition  notice 
under  Section  1  of  the  Act  can  be  served  where  the  local  authority  are 
satisfied  that  a  statutory  nuisance  has  occurred  and  is  likely  to  recur 
on  the  same  premises.  Such  a  notice  may  be  served  whether  or  not  the 
nuisance  exists  at  the  time  of  service  and  whether  or  not  an  abatement 
notice  has  been  served  under  section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  Gaming  Act  1968  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April  and  on 
1st  October  it  became  obligatory  for  clubs  where  hard  gaming  is  carried 
on  for  profit,  bingo  halls  and  certain  other  premises  in  which  gaming 
machines  are  installed  to  be  licensed  by  the  Gaming  Licensing 
Justices  prior  to  continuing  in  operation.  The  licensing  procedure  is 
dealt  with  in  strict  accordance  with  policy  decisions  of  the  Gaming 
Board  for  Great  Britain  and  in  respect  of  hard  gaming  clubs  the 
number  of  such  clubs  will  be  greatly  restricted  and  confined  to  certain 
areas  of  the  country. 

The  Housing  Act  1969  came  into  force  on  the  25th  August.  In 
the  White  Paper — “Old  Houses  into  New  Houses”,  the  Government 
of  the  day  had  made  known  their  proposals  for  a  number  of  changes 
in  housing  legislation  and  many  of  these  were  enacted  in  this  new  Act. 
There  were  considerable  changes  made  in  the  law  relating  to  both  the 
improvement  of  individual  houses  and  area  improvement.  The 
amount  of  grant  aid  was  increased  and  for  the  first  time  grant  was 
payable  for  the  repair  of  houses  as  distinct  from  their  improvement; 
with  regard  to  area  improvement,  in  future  this  will  be  done  by 
persuasion.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  rents  of  houses, 
which  are  provided  with  the  standard  amenities  and  are  also  in  good 
repair,  to  be  increased  and  the  Rent  Officer  will  assess  a  fair  rent  for 
each  property.  In  dealing  with  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  regard 
has  to  be  had  to  the  households  in  occupation  and  not,  as  heretofore, 
to  the  number  of  families;  the  Act  strengthens  the  law  relating  to 
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means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  in  such  premises  and  provides  wider 
powers  for  their  registration.  The  law  concerning  slum  clearance 
is  amended  by  the  alteration  in  the  standards  of  fitness  and  by  the 
improvement  of  both  the  compensation  provisions  for  owner-occupiers 
and  the  payments  for  “well  maintained”  properties. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act  1969  received  the  Royal 
Assent  on  22nd  October  and  consolidates  and  extends  certain  local 
enactments  in  force  in  the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  as 
enlarged  by  virtue  of  the  West  Midlands  Order  1965. 

The  initial  draft  contained  223  Clauses  and  the  department  were 
called  upon  to  comment  on  35  and  to  provide  evidence  in  support 
of  their  retention  or  inclusion. 

The  power  contained  in  the  Wolverhampton  Improvement  Act 
1869  which  required  persons  wishing  to  sell  or  expose  for  sale  in  a 
place,  other  than  a  market  place,  any  commodity  also  sold  in  the 
market,  and  to  grant  a  licence  for  this  purpose  has  been  retained  and 
extended  to  include  the  added  areas ;  the  enforcement  of  this  provision 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Markets  Manager,  but  in  appropriate 
cases  he  liaises  with  the  department  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  &  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations 
1966  are  complied  with  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  licence. 

The  Corporation  sought  to  extend  the  power  contained  in  Section 
89  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  so  as  to  include  the  provision  of 
sanitary  conveniences  at  places  of  public  exhibition,  amusement, 
betting  offices,  coin  operated  laundrettes  and  other  similar  premises 
where  persons  could  or  must  of  necessity  spend  a  substantial  time  in 
the  premises;  the  reference  to  coin  operated  laundrettes  was  however 
deleted  from  the  clause. 

A  clause  requiring  the  control  of  points  of  discharge  of  fumes 
and  odours  from  dry  cleaning  establishments  was  accepted,  but  a 
requirement  for  suitably  ventilated  hanging  spaces  for  clothes  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  cleaning  process  was  deleted. 

The  Corporation  sought  powers  to  reduce  the  period  of  notice 
from  48  hours,  as  stipulated  in  the  Public  Health  Act  1961,  to  24  hours 
for  the  repair  of  drains  and  private  sewers  but  despite  strong  represent¬ 
ations  the  clause  was  not  accepted. 
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In  relation  to  food  the  Corporation  sought  to  retain  the  important 
clauses  in  relation  to  the  registration  of  hawkers  of  meat,  game,  fish 
etc.,  and  their  premises  and  the  purveyors  of  meat  and  their  premises 
which  had  been  in  operation  in  the  major  part  of  the  borough  since 
1936.  These  powers  had  proved  to  be  extremely  useful  additions  to 
national  legislation  in  that  more  control  was  exercised  and  prior 
consultation  took  place  with  persons  proposing  to  establish  such 
businesses.  A  wide  range  of  supporting  evidence  was  submitted  but 
the  retention  of  the  clauses  was  not  accepted. 

In  respect  of  public  order  and  safety  the  need  to  secure  unoccupied 
buildings  where  vandalism  or  unathorised  occupancy  leads  to  a  serious 
danger  to  health  was  accepted  but  a  power  to  secure  the  fencing  of 
vacant  lands  against  trespass  was  deleted. 

Power  was  sought  to  prevent  any  person  from  leaving  any 
polythene  bag  at  any  house  in  the  borough  without  the  consent  of  the 
occupier.  The  danger  of  children  suffocating  by  placing  bags  over 
their  heads  was  stressed,  but  the  manufacturers  stated  that  they 
emphasised  the  dangers  to  purchasers  and  that  safe  and  cleanable 
bags  were  being  used ;  the  clause  was  not  accepted. 

Clauses  requiring  the  registration  of  hairdressers  and  barbers 
and  tattooists  operating  within  the  borough  were  accepted,  but  refer 
ence  to  itinerant  hairdressers  and  barbers  was  deleted.  The  clause  in 
relation  to  tattooists  also  gives  power  to  the  Corporation  to  make 
byelaws  for  the  purpose  of  securing: — 

(a)  the  cleanliness  of  premises  registered  and  of  the  instruments, 
towels,  materials  and  equipment  used  therein;  and 

(b)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises  in 
regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing. 

The  implementation  of  the  afore-mentioned  legislation  will  add 
to  the  duties  of  the  depleted  inspectorate  and  the  prospect  of  recruit¬ 
ment  of  additional  staff  remains  very  uncertain. 
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SECTION  IV 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water  Supply 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  continues 
to  supply  eight  Local  Authority  areas  with  a  mixture  of  water  from 
thirteen  sources.  Consequently  the  results  given  in  this  report  are 
applicable  to  the  entire  area  and  are  not  subdivided  geographically. 

The  new  No.  2  Borehole  at  Tom  Hill  Works  was  commissioned 
in  May,  and  trial  pumping  carried  out  at  Roughton.  The  latter  water 
was  not  put  into  supply. 

Specific  details  concerning  the  supply  are  given  below:— 

(a)  The  water  supplied  to  the  area  was  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

(b)  No  instances  of  contamination  occurred. 

(c)  (i)  Population  supplied  by  piped  supplies: — 


Local  Authority 

Estimated 
No.  of 
Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Wolverhampton  County  Borough  Council 

. .  87,337 

278,780 

Dudley  County  Borough  Council 

1,404 

4,163 

Walsall  County  Borough  Council 

..  1 4,492  \ 

46,189 

West  Bromwich  County  Borough  Council 
Cannock  Rural  District  Council 

10/ 

4,489 

14,818 

Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

9,860 

31,029 

Bridgnorth  Rural  District  Council 

4,074 

12,430 

Shifnal  Rural  District  Council 

1,975 

7,959 

123,641 

395,368 

(ii)  There  are  no  supplies  to  standpipes. 

(d)  No  artificial  fluoridation  of  the  supply  is  carried  out. 
Natural  fluoride  content  at  any  point  within  the  supply  area  will  fall 
within  the  range  0.02  to  0.11  p.p.m. 

(e)  Number  of  samples  examined  in  the  Undertaking’s  own 
laboratory : — 

Bacteriological  3,159 

Microbiological  20 

Biological  584 

Chemical  1,135 

Radiological  — 

Total  4,898 
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Bacteriological  Examinations 


No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Nc 

0 

Colif 

).  of  samples  containing 

1-2  3-10  Over  10 

orm  organisms  per  100  ml 

Water  before  and  during 
treatment 

1,005 

899 

21 

21 

64* 

Water  going  into  distribution  . . 

996 

969 

18 

5 

4 

Water  in  distribution  system 

695 

647 

14 

13 

21 

Miscellaneous  samples  . . 

463 

*54  River  Worfe  raw  water. 


A  large  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteriological  samples 
examined  was  made  possible  by  the  introduction  in  May  of  the 
membrane  filtration  method  of  examination.  The  multiple  tube 
method  was  reserved  only  for  a  few  samples  for  which  the  membranes 
were  not  suitable. 


Chemical  Analyses 

Treatment  of  the  River  Worfe  at  Cosford  consists  of  pre¬ 
chlorination,  coagulation  with  aluminium  sulphate,  sedimentation, 
rapid  gravity  filtration  and  super-chlorination  with  partial  de¬ 
chlorination.  The  River  Severn  supply,  derived  from  Hampton 
Loade  Works  and  under  the  control  of  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company,  is  treated  in  a  similar  manner.  Facilities  are 
available  at  Cosford  for  dosing  Fullers  Earth  to  aid  coagulation  and 
at  Hampton  Loade  for  activated  carbon  for  taste  removal  and  lime 
for  pH  adjustment. 

The  quality  of  the  water  from  these  supplies  is  closely  monitored, 
weekly  samples  being  taken  for  chemical  and  sanitary  analyses. 

Two  hundred  sanitary  analyses  were  carried  out  on  samples  from 
the  Cosford  Works,  before,  during  and  after  treatment  and  fifty  on 
samples  from  Goldthorn  Hill  Delivery  Main  (River  Severn  Supply). 
The  maximum  and  minimum  monthly  averages  for  the  raw  and 
finished  water  are  as  follows: — 
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(in  mgms  per  litre  except  for  turbidity) 


Source  of  Sample 

Turbidity 

Units 

Nitrate 

Ammonia 

Oxygen 

Absorbed 

from 

KMn04 

Free  and 
Saline 

A‘bum- 

inoid 

River  Worfe 

Max. 

83.01 

7.93 

0.232 

0.325 

4.69 

Raw  Water 

Min. 

5.91 

5.05 

0.027 

0.121 

2.06 

Water  going 

Max. 

1.70 

6.48 

0.027 

0.052 

0.60 

into  supply 

Min. 

0.06 

4.04 

0.005 

0.015 

0.26 

River  Severn 

Max. 

2.72 

2.58 

0.093 

0.104 

1.21 

supply 

Min. 

0.45 

1.75 

0.002 

0.041 

0.61 

Six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  mineral  analyses  were  performed 
on  samples  taken  from  points  throughout  the  distribution  system. 
Full  chemical  analyses  of  the  borehole  sources  were  carried  out. 

Routine  monthly  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  by  the 
Health  Department  and  the  two  complaints  of  alleged  unsatisfactory 
water  supplies,  received  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  were  further 
investigated.  Thirty-eight  samples  were  submit  ed  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  chemical  analysis  and  66  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  routine  samples  proved 
satisfactory;  after  due  investigation  of  the  two  complaints,  the 
problems  were  dealt  with  by  the  Water  Department. 

(f)  The  waters  supplied  are  not  pi  umbo-solvent,  as  indicated 
in  a  recent  survey. 


2.  (a)  Public  Swimming  Pools 

Public  swimming  pools  are  located  at  Bath  Avenue,  Tudor  Road, 
Sandy  Lane  in  Bushbury  and  Prouds  Lane  in  Bilston. 

All  pools  are  filled  with  water  from  a  town  main  supply:  this 
water  is  then  treated  by  filtration  and  chlorination.  During  the  year 
the  method  of  maintaining  the  pH  value  was  altered.  Commencing 
in  April,  the  addition  of  sodium  carbonates  was  discontinued  and 
“Akdolit”  was  added  into  the  filters.  Akdolit  is  a  natural  rock 
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consisting  of  calcium  and  magnesium  carbonates  and  has  been 
processed  into  a  filter  media;  when  used  in  this  manner  it  maintains 
the  equilibrium  and  the  correct  pH  automatically  and  naturally. 

Routine  samples  were  taken  from  the  pools;  23  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  a  similar  number  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical 
analysis.  The  reports  indicated  that  all  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

(b)  School  Swimming  Pools 

School  swimming  pools  total  nine,  comprising  six  indoor  and 
three  open  air. 

Seventeen  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  a  similar  number  for  chemical  analysis.  All  the  reports  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

(c)  Paddling  Pools 

There  are  five  paddling  pools;  two  are  located  in  Tettenhall, 
one  in  the  East  Park  and  one  in  each  of  the  Bradley  and  Wednesfield 
areas.  The  East  Park  and  Bradley  pools  have  filtration  and  chlorina¬ 
tion  plants. 

During  the  summer  season,  samples  were  taken  from  the  pools 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis. 
The  reports  indicated  that  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

(i)  Sewerage 

The  drainage  system  cannot  be  described  as  adequate. 

In  July,  the  Public  Works  Committee  accepted  in  principle  a 
£9  m.  programme  for  the  replacement  of  certain  sewers  and  pumping 
stations  and  the  culverting  of  inadequate  brook  courses,  to  be  phased 
over  the  next  ten  years. 

During  the  financial  year  1969/70,  six  schemes  have  either  been 
completed  or  are  in  progress,  costing  a  total  sum  of  approximately 
£0.2  m.  Design  work  is  proceeding  on  other  schemes  to  a  toal  value 
of  £4  m. 
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It  is  intended  that  construction  on  the  replacement  of  the  South 
West  Interceptor  Sewer,  at  a  cost  of  £1.6  m.  will  commence  during  the 
financial  year  1970/71,  following  which  design  work  will  commence 
on  the  replacement  of  the  North  East  Interceptor  Sewer. 

Culverting  of  the  River  Tame  and  Bilston  Brook,  at  a  cost  of 
£2.5  m.,  is  programmed  for  construction  to  commence  in  the  Spring 
and  Summer  of  1971.  The  progress  of  these  and  other  schemes  will 
be  subject  to  the  Ministries  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  providing  finance  either  by  grant 
or  loan  as  appropriate. 

(ii)  Sewage  Disposal 

The  position  is  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  central, 
northern,  western  and  south  western  parts  of  the  town  drain  to  sewage 
works  owned  by  the  Corporation  at  Barnhurst,  Coven  Heath,  Trescott 
and  Merry  Hill  respectively.  The  new  plant  added  to  the  main  works 
at  Barnhurst  in  1967  continued  to  give  effluents  which  comfortably 
met  the  required  standards.  The  scheme  to  improve  the  Merry  Hill 
Works  effluent  was  completed  in  September,  1969  and  successful 
results  are  reported. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  town,  comprising  Spring  Vale,  Ettingshall, 
Bilston  and  Wednesfield,  drain  to  two  sewage  works  which  are  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Upper  Tame  Main  Drainage  Authority;  both 
these  plants  are  overloaded,  that  at  Bilston  being  hopelessly  inade¬ 
quate. The  Upper  Tame  Authority  intends  to  abandon  the  Bilston 
and  the  Wednesfield  Works,  along  with  many  more  works  north  of 
Birmingham  and  to  treat  the  sewage,  at  present  flowing  thereto,  at  a 
large  plant  which,  it  is  proposed,  will  be  built  on  the  borders  of  West 
Bromwich  and  Birmingham.  This  proposed  plant  was  the  subject  of 
a  very  expensive  enquiry  in  October. 

Trade  effluent  control  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  instituted 
in  1966,  has  brought  about  a  modest  improvement  in  the  River  Tame 
in  the  area,  although  the  water  quality  therein  remains  far  short  of 
what  it  should  be. 

4.  Offensive  Trades 

Offensive  trades  were  carried  on  at  two  premises,  the  processes 
involved  being  bone  boiling,  blood  boiling  and  drying,  and  fat  melting. 
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5.  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Premises 

Section  172  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act  1969  re¬ 
enacts  the  provisions  of  Section  87  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Act  1936  relating  to  the  registration  of  hairdressers  and  barbers  and 
their  premises,  it  came  into  force  on  the  22nd  October  in  the  former 
Borough  of  Wolverhampton  but  does  not  come  into  force  in  the 
added  areas  until  the  “appointed  day,”  which  has  been  fixed  as  1st 
April,  1970. 

There  are  approximately  300  hairdressers’  premises  in  the  county 
borough;  of  these,  224  persons  and  their  premises  were  already 
registered  in  accordance  with  Section  87  of  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Act  1936. 

Twenty  routine  inspections  were  made. 

6.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 

Eight  applications  were  received  for  entry  in  the  local  authority’s 
list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  Act  and  the 
Regulations  made  thereunder;  the  applicants  and  their  premises  were 
approved  and  the  necessary  certificates  issued. 

A  total  of  82  persons  and  firms  operating  from  117  premises  are 
now  on  the  register. 

7.  Sanitation 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  action  taken  concerning 
complaints : — 


(a)  Nuisances 

Houses  inspected  following  complaints  . .  . .  2,513 

Other  premises  inspected  following  complaints  . .  899 

Informal  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  420 

Statutory  notices  served  ..  ..  ..  ..  153 

Informal  notices  complied  . .  . .  . .  . .  393 

Statutory  notices  complied  ..  ..  ..  ..  166 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of : — 

(i)  Informal  notices  only  . .  . .  . .  279 

(ii)  Statutory  notices  ..  ..  ..  ..  119 

Improvements  recorded  .  1,215 


With  regard  to  complaints  of  obstructions  in  drainage  systems, 
the  Highways  Section  of  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department  con¬ 
tinued  to  deal  directly  with  the  majority  of  them  and  usually  carried 
out  the  work  without  charge.  This  arrangement  is  very  helpful  to 
the  public  health  inspectorate. 
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(b)  Legal  proceedings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936  were  instituted  in  two  cases  with  the  following  results: — 

Section  39 

Adjourned  for  fourteen  days;  work  subsequently  completed 
and  summons  withdrawn. 

Section  94 

Work  completed  before  hearing;  summons  withdrawn. 


8.  Infectious  Diseases 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Housing  conditions,  contacts  and  their  employment,  milk 
supplies  and,  in  appropriate  cases,  the  means  of  isolation  formed  the 
subject  of  the  enquiries. 

9.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

The  following  summarises  the  action  taken : — 

Disinfection — 

Rooms  fumigated  .  8 

Rooms  sprayed  .  63 

Articles  sprayed  .  17 

Disinfestation — 

Rooms  fumigated  .  79 

Rooms  sprayed  . 132 

10.  Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

There  are  23  operative  smoke  control  areas  concentrated  mainly 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  borough  but  with  some  small  areas  in  the 
town  centre  and  near  the  eastern  boundary.  The  aggregate  area  of 
3,615  acres  represents  a  little  more  than  20%  of  the  total  acreage  of 
the  borough.  At  the  time  the  orders  were  made  the  number  of  premises 
involved  was  20,092  but  owing  to  subsequent  development  this  number 
will  have  been  increased.  No  further  action  has  been  taken  on  the 
two  proposed  areas,  numbered  13  and  14,  which  remain  deferred. 
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Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  fuel  merchant  and 
a  householder  for  contraventions  of  the  provisions  relating  to  the 
sale  and  acquisition  for  use  of  unathorised  fuel.  The  fuel  merchant 
was  conditionally  discharged  for  twelve  months  and  the  householder 
conditionally  discharged. 


Smoke  Emissions 

During  the  year  twenty-one  complaints  about  excessive  smoke 
were  made  in  respect  of  fifteen  premises  and  in  eight  instances  the 
complaints  were  confirmed.  In  addition  there  were  a  further  six 
observed  excessive  smoke  emissions. 

In  seven  cases,  the  smoke  was  due  to  the  burning  in  the  open 
of  waste  materials  which  included  motor  vehicle  body  materials,  scrap 
tyres,  scrap  electric  cable,  general  factory  rubbish  and  paint  from 
racks  used  in  paint  spraying  equipment.  In  each  instance  the  offenders 
were  asked  to  discontinue  the  practice  and  as  regards  the  burning  of 
scrap  cable  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  process  was  subject  to  regis¬ 
tration  under  the  Alkali  Etc.  Works  Regulation  Act.  Other  complaints 
of  excessive  smoke  resulted  from  the  testing  of  materials  at  a  factory, 
the  faulty  equipment  in  a  newly  installed  boiler,  the  breakdown  of 
automatic  firing  plant,  the  incineration  of  waste  materials  and  the 
testing  of  new  boiler  plant.  In  each  case  appropriate  action  was  taken 
to  reduce  the  smoke.  One  complaint  referred  to  industrial  premises 
located  outside  the  borough  and  it  is  understood  that  the  chimney 
concerned  is  to  be  increased  in  height  in  order  to  secure  an  abatement 
of  the  nuisance. 


Dust  and  Grit 

Emissions  arose  from  a  number  of  sources,  including  furnaces  of 
various  types  and  processing  or  machining  operations.  There  were 
thirteen  complaints,  four  of  which  referred  to  emissions  from  furnaces, 
three  to  emissions  from  machinery  and  cleaning  operations  and  the 
remainder  to  a  probable  combination  of  causes.  The  furnaces 
involved  were  iron  foundry  cupolas  and  steam  boilers;  other  sources 
were  shot  blasting  plant,  woodworking  machinery  and  the  handling 
of  materials  at  a  foundry. 
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One  steam  boiler  installation  is  subject  to  the  Alkali  Act  and 
the  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector.  Three 
coal  burning  boilers  at  another  steam  raising  plant  are  being  replaced 
by  two  large  oil  fired  boilers,  the  work  being  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  In  the  case  of  iron  foundries,  the  grit  and  dust  could 
be  from  cupolas,  from  processes  such  as  the  grinding  and  shot  blasting 
of  castings  or  from  the  handling  of  large  quantities  of  materials  such 
as  sand,  scrap  iron  and  coke.  Wind  blown  dust  from  road  surfaces 
can  also  add  to  the  emissions  which  cause  local  nuisance.  At  one 
foundry,  the  installation  of  improved  dust  collecting  equipment  to  the 
cupolas  was  agreed ;  at  another  foundry  works  of  repair  and  alteration 
of  filter  plant  have  been  carried  out  and  further  works  are  to  be  put 
in  hand.  In  a  third  instance,  mechanical  road  sweepers  have  been 
acquired  and  used  to  clean  up  spilled  sand  from  internal  roadways. 

Application  for  Prior  Approval.  One  application  was  received 
for  approval  of  a  furnace  under  the  provisions  of  Section  3(2)  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  1956.  The  proposal  was  considered  satisfactory  and 
was  approved. 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Install  Furnaces.  Notifications 
were  received  in  respect  of  28  furnace  installations  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  3(3)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956.  In  each 
case,  the  furnace  was  considered  capable  of  being  operated  so  as  to 
comply  with  Section  3(1)  of  the  Act. 

Heights  of  Chimneys.  The  heights  of  seven  chimneys  were  approved 
in  accordance  with  either  the  provisions  of  Section  10  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  1956  or  of  Section  6  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968. 

Approval  of  Grit  Arresters.  No  applications  for  approval  under 
either  Section  6  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  or  Section  3  of  the  Clean 
Act  1968  were  made. 

Colliery  Spoilbank.  A  burning  spoilbank  to  a  former  colliery 
continued  to  be  a  source  of  nuisance.  By  the  end  of  the  year  about 
80%  of  the  spoilbank  had  been  removed  and  the  remainder  was 
opened  up  and  being  allowed  to  burn  out. 
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11.  Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Measurements  were  continued  by  means  of  four  volumetric  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  instruments  and  three  deposit  gauges.  The  results 
were  forwarded  to  the  Warren  Springs  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of 
Technology.  One  volumetric  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  instrument 
was  removed  and  measurements  discontinued  at  the  end  of  the  year 
as  the  premises  in  which  it  was  located  were  no  longer  available  for 
the  purpose. 

12.  Fumes  and  Particulate  Matter 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  complaints  of  dust  emissions 
from  premises  such  as  iron  foundries  where  both  the  furnaces  and 
processes  may  be  involved.  In  three  cases,  no  furnaces  were  con¬ 
cerned,  the  particulate  matter  being  emitted  from  shot  blasting  plant, 
a  paint  spraying  booth  and  a  metal  polishing  process. 

A  faulty  baghouse  was  responsible  for  the  first  mentioned 
complaint;  this  was  replaced  by  another  filter  and  no  further  nuisance 
was  confirmed.  Dust  arising  from  the  paint  spraying  process  caused 
only  a  minor  degree  of  nuisance  to  local  inhabitants  and  experiments 
were  made  with  the  filtering  medium  in  an  effort  to  achieve  an 
improved  performance.  The  work  was  still  proceeding  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  the  third  instance,  the  extraction  plant  to  a  metal 
polishing  process  was  not  fitted  with  a  filter  and  the  emission  of 
particulate  matter  caused  local  nuisance.  The  use  of  the  plant  was 
discontinued  pending  the  fitting  of  a  filter. 

13.  Noise  Nuisances 

Thirty-two  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  and 
investigated;  in  twenty-seven  cases  the  nuisances  were  confirmed. 
Twenty  confirmed  nuisances  were  from  industrial  premises,  six  from 
building  and  civil  engineering  works  and  one  from  a  commercial 
establishment. 

One  of  the  industrial  premises  is  located  outside  the  borough 
and  the  complaint  was  referred  to  the  local  authority  concerned. 
Of  the  remaining  nineteen  confirmed  nuisances  arising  from  industry, 
eight  were  caused  by  air  or  steam  exhausts;  in  six  of  these  cases,  the 
nuisances  were  abated  by  the  fitting  of  silencers,  adjustments  to 
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plant  and  the  alteration  of  working  hours.  A  further  eight  nuisances 
were  caused  by  workshop  noises  and  in  seven  of  these  instances  the 
noise  was  either  reduced  or  stopped  by  keeping  workshop  doors  closed 
or  by  discontinuing  some  of  the  operations  responsible.  Two  of  the 
three  other  nuisances  from  industrial  premises  were  due  to  work¬ 
people  shouting  and  singing  during  evenings  and  nighttime  and  this 
practice  ceased  upon  request.  The  testing  of  equipment  was 
responsible  for  the  remaining  nuisance  and  in  an  effort  to  abate  the 
noise,  acoustic  enclosures  were  made  and  other  works  required  to  be 
carried  out  to  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  test  house  were  still  in  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  six  complaints  confirmed  of  noise  arising  from  building 
and  civil  engineering  works,  four  concerned  the  noise  made  by 
pneumatic  drills;  mufflers  were  fitted  in  the  one  instance  but  in  the 
other  three  cases  the  works  were  of  short  duration  and  in  fact  almost 
completed  by  the  time  investigations  had  been  made.  The  remaining 
two  complaints  referred  to  noise  made  by  traffic  on  a  temporary  surface 
during  the  course  of  road  works  and  to  noise  made  by  earth  moving 
equipment  on  a  building  site.  In  each  case,  there  was  little  that  could 
be  done  to  alleviate  the  nuisance  which  ceased  as  works  in  the  vicinity 
were  completed. 

The  one  confirmed  nuisance  from  commercial  premises  was  caused 
by  pumps  etc.,  and  the  noise  was  reduced  by  the  secure  fixing  and 
insulation  of  pipes  and  fittings. 

14.  Factories  Act,  1961 

It  is  estimated  that  there  were  1,106  factories,  1,068  having 
mechanical  power  and  38  having  no  mechanical  power. 

Thirty-seven  inspections  were  carried  out  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  those  parts  of  the  Act  for  which  the  local  authority  is 
responsible.  Three  written  notices  were  served  and  these  related 
to  infringements  of  the  Regulations  governing  sanitary  conveniences. 
(See  Appendix  to  the  Report). 

15.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  type  of  work  specified  in  the  Act  was  carried  on  at  four 
registered  premises;  another  factory  is  registered — however,  the  works 
concerned  are  no  longer  carried  on,  but  the  registration  has  not 
been  cancelled. 
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16.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Two  Offices  and  Shops  Inspectors  were  engaged  on  this  work 
throughout  the  year. 

(1)  The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  premises  registered 
and  the  persons  employed  in  registered  premises:— 


(a)  Registrations 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year  1969 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at  the  end  of 
year 

Offices 

87 

996 

Retail  shops . . 

141 

1,817 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

14 

138 

the  public,  canteens 

5 

344 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

14 

Total 

247 

3,309 

(b)  Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in  all  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

9,589 

Retail  shops . 

9,676 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

1,576 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public  . . 

2,453 

Canteens 

160 

Fuel  storage  depots  . . 

31 

TOTAL 

23,485 

TOTAL  MALES  . . 

9.321 

TOTAL  FEMALES  . . 

14,164 
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(2)  The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  inspections  and 
revisits  made,  the  notices  served,  etc.,  and  the  contraventions  found 
and  remedied  during  the  year: — 

Inspections 


In 

itial 

Reinsp¬ 

ections 

Other 

visits 

Total  number 
of  visits 

o 

s 

W 

C 

F 

Total 

101 

355 

32 

7 

1 

496 

1,318 

1,268 

3,082 

Notices 


Served 

Complied 

415 

334 

Analysis  of  contraventions  found  and  remedied 


Section  Contraventions 


4 

Cleanliness 

Found 

75 

Remedied 

76 

5 

Overcrowding 

13 

17 

6 

Temperature 

194 

147 

7 

Ventilation 

134 

102 

8 

Lighting . 

29 

63 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences 

693 

426 

10 

Washing  facilities  . . 

298 

180 

11 

Drinking  water 

224 

141 

12 

Clothing  accommodation . . 

94 

120 

13/14 

Seating  accommodation  . . 

44 

37 

15 

Eating  facilities 

52 

58 

16 

Floors,  passages,  etc. 

116 

137 

17 

Machinery  . . 

11 

17 

24 

First  Aid . 

203 

149 

Other  matters 

239 

198 

Totals  . . 

2,419 

1,868 

(3)  Prosecutions 


Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Number  of 
Convictions 

6 

14 
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(4)  Accidents 

All  reported  accidents  analysed  by  workplace — sex,  adults  and 
young  persons. 


Class  of  Workplace 

Adults 

(18  and  over) 

Young i 
(unde 

persons 
r  18) 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Offices 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Retail  shops  . . 

10 

23 

1 

3 

37 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

10 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public  . . 

5 

9 

1 

— 

15 

Canteens 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

30 

33 

2 

4 

69 

All  were  non-fatal;  the  following  table  summarises  the  action 
taken : — 


Number  Reported 

Actior 

taken 

Class  of  Workplace 

Fatal 

Non- 

Fatal 

Total 

No. 

Investi¬ 

gated 

Prose¬ 

cution 

Formal 

warning 

Informal 

advice 

No 

action 

Offices 

_ 

5 

3 

_ 

— 

1 

4 

Retail  shops 

— 

37 

35 

- 

2 

3 

32 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  . . . 

— 

11 

10 

- 

- 

3 

8 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public  ... 

15 

14 

_ 

— 

6 

9 

1 

Canteens... 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

- 

69 

63 

- 

2 

13 

54 
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All  reported  accidents  analysed  by  primary  cause — sex,  adults 
and  young  persons. 


Primary  Cause 

Adi 
(18  an< 

alts 

1  over) 

Young  persons 
(under  18) 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Machinery 

Power  driven  machinery  or  relevant 

part  in  motion 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Non-power  driven  machinery  or 

relevant  part  in  motion  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Hand  Tools . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Falls  of  Persons 

On  or  from  fixed  stairs 

3 

5 

_ 

3 

11 

On  or  from  ladders  or  step  ladders 

— 

2 

- 

2 

Other  falls  from  one  level  to  another 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

Falls  on  the  same  level 

1 

6 

— 

— 

7 

Transport 

Vehicle  stationary  . . 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 

object  or  person 

1 

5 

— 

— 

6 

Handling  goods 

(not  otherwise  classifiable) 

14 

6 

— 

1 

21 

Struck  by  falling  object 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Not  otherwise  specified 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

30 

33 

2 

4 

69 
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All  reported  accidents  analysed  by  primary  cause  and  class  of 
workplace. 


Primary  Cause 

Offices 

Retail 

shops 

Wholesale 

shops 

warehouses 

Catering 
est.  open 
to  public, 
canteens 

Fuel 

storage 

depots 

Total 

Machinery  . . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

'X 

Hand  Tools  . . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

" 

Falls  of  Persons 

1 

16 

2 

4 

- 

23 

C 

Transport 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Stepping  on  or 
striking  against 
object  or  person  . . 

4 

2 

— 

6 

Handling  goods 
(not  otherwise 
classifiable) 

3 

7 

4 

7 

_ 

21 

Struck  by  falling 
object 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Not  otherwise 
specified  . . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Totals 

5 

37 

11 

16 

— 

69 
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17.  Rodent  Control 

The  following  report  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1969 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  a.  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification  . . 
b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats.. 

(ii)  Mice 


Type  of  Property 


Non- 

Agricultural 


Agricultural 


105,791 


8 


3,240 

1,987 

619 


12 

12 

5 


3.  a.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 
rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 


SEWERS 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year  ?  YES 


In  addition  to  the  figures  detailed  in  the  report,  occupiers  of  358 
private  dwellings,  who  called  at  the  department  and  complained  of 
mice  infestation,  were  issued  with  Warfarin  Tray  Packs  immediately. 
This  procedure  enables  the  rodent  operatives  to  concentrate  on  more 
urgent  work. 
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SECTION  V 


HOUSING 


1.  Slum  Clearance 

Six  clearance  areas  involving  104  houses  and  55  individual  unfit 
houses  were  represented  for  action. 

Public  local  inquiries  were  held  into  the  following  schemes: — 


Area 

No.  of 
unfit  houses 

Date  of 
Inquiry 

Result 

Bushbury  Lane  CPO 

17 

6.2.69 

Confirmed  without 
modification  on  8.5.69 

Well  Lane  (Wednesfield) 

CPO  . 

24 

6.2.69 

Confirmed  without 
modification  on  14.5.69 

Cannock  Road  CPO 

26 

22.4.69 

Confirmed  without 
modification  on  4.6.69 

Wesley  Street  (Coseley)  CPO 

20 

11.9.69 

Confirmed  without 
modification  on  10.11.69 

Woodcross  Street  (Coseley) 
CPO  . 

18 

11.9.69 

Confirmed  without 
modification  on  14.11.69 

Earl  Street  (Bilston)  CPO 

16 

4.11.69 

Decision  awaited  at 
end  of  year 

A  total  of  143  families  comprising  478  persons  were  rehoused 
from  the  various  clearance  schemes  and  236  pink  and  31  grey 
properties  were  demolished. 


The  clearance  of  the  following  areas  was  completed : — 


Area 

Date  of 
Confirmation 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of  Persons 
Displaced 

Bilston  Road  Clearance  Order  1964  . . 

23.3.1965 

27 

74 

Coseley  (Wood  Street)  CPO  1965 

6.2.1967 

28 

96 

Coseley  (Bradley  No.  1)  CPO  1964  . . 

21.9.1964 

106 

286 

Coseley  (Johnson  Street)  CO  1969 

28.7.1967 

2 

4 

Worcester  Cottages  (Shaw  Road)  CPO 

11.10.1968 

12 

51 
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In  a  number  of  other  schemes  clearance  of  the  unfit  dwelling 
houses  has  been  completed  but  small  numbers  of  grey  properties 
remain. 


The  following  areas  were  represented : — 


Area 

Date  of 
Represent¬ 
ation 

No.  of 
Areas 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 
Persons 

Cemetery  Street,  Bilston  . . 

7.7.1969 

2 

13 

58 

Green  Lanes,  Bilston 

7.7.1969 

1 

7 

12 

Newhampton  Road  West 

1.12.1969 

3 

84 

266 

Programme  for  1970 


The  following  schemes  are  scheduled  for  representation  under 
Part  III : — 


Scheme 

West  Street 

Star  Street . 

Sweetman  Street .  ’  ’ 

Hartshorn  Street/Thompson  Street,  Bilston 


Estimated 
No.  of  Houses 
30 
40 
60 

. .  154 


In  addition  it  is  anticipated  that  a  further  fifty  houses  will  be 
represented  for  action  under  Part  II. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Fifty-five  houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  represented.  Seventy- 
six  families  comprising  182  persons  were  rehoused. 

Four  houses  were  reconditioned,  96  were  demolished  and  42 
houses  were  closed. 


2.  Improvement  Grants 

The  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the  making  of  grants 
for  the  improvement  of  houses  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer 
but  the  department  is  always  consulted  regarding  the  life  of  the 
property  and  its  suitability  for  improvement. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-one  enquiries  regarding  grants  were 
received  and  investigated. 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  houses  were  improved  with  the  aid 
of  a  grant. 
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3.  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

The  inspection  of  these  premises  proceeded  during  the  year  and 
a  further  73  houses  were  inspected  initially. 

A  total  of  621  other  visits  were  paid  and  a  summary  of  formal 
action  under  the  statutes  is  given  below:— 

Section  13— Management  Orders  made  .  1 

Section  14 — Notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works 

to  make  good  neglect  of  proper  standards 
of  management  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  1 

Section  15— Notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works 

to  render  premises  reasonably  suitable  for 
occupation  by  the  persons  or  households 
occupying  them  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  3 

Section  19— Directions  given .  37 

During  the  year  further  discussions  took  place  at  officer  level  with 
representatives  of  the  other  county  boroughs  in  connection  with  the 
report  of  the  West  Midland  Study  Group  on  Immigration. 

4.  Improvement  Areas 

A  detailed  survey  was  made  of  the  houses  in  the  proposed 
Steelhouse  Lane  Improvement  Area  and  a  report  on  the  area  was 
still  under  consideration  by  a  working  party  of  officers  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  at  officer  level  between  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  and  members  of  the  various  corporation  departments 
concerning  general  improvement  areas  and  implementation  of  the 
Government’s  policy  outlined  in  the  White  Paper  and  subsequently 
enacted  in  the  Housing  Act  1969. 

A  number  of  applications  for  the  compulsory  improvement  of 
individual  houses  received  attention  during  the  year. 

5.  Informal  Enquiries  and  Land  Charge  Searches 

A  total  of  236  written  enquiries  was  received  and  dealt  with  under 
the  scheme  for  giving  information  regarding  the  Council  s  slum 
clearance  and  redevelopment  programme. 

Formal  enquiries  received  under  the  Land  Charges  Act  totalled 
4,402. 


84 


6.  Rent  Act,  1968 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  with  regard  to 
applications  received  for  the  issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and 
their  cancellation : — 

Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates. .  ..  ..  ..  i 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates . 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(i)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects . 

(ii)  in  respect  of  all  defects .  1 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph 

5  of  the  First  Schedule  .  1 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 
proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 
Number  of  Certificates  issued . 

Part  II— Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Application  b>  Landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 
of  certificates  . 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates 

Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 
objections . 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . 

7.  Caravans 

(a)  Fifty  visits  were  made  to  caravan  dwellers  found  squatting 
on  various  vacant  sites. 


(b)  The  following  caravan  site  licences  are  now  in  force: — 


Number  of 

Duration  of 

Persons 

Caravans 

Licence 

Accommodated 

20 

10  years 

Forty-two  adults 

5  (only  3  occupied)  10  years 

Three  adults 

2 

10  years 

Two  adults 

2 

1  year 

Four  adults  and  one  child 

1 

Permanent 

Two  adults 

1 

5  years 

Two  adults 

1 

5  years 

Two  adults 

1 

2  years 

One  adult 

1 

1  year 

One  adult 

8.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses. 
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SECTION  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Meat  Inspection 

(a)  Public  Abattoir 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  years  1969,  1968  and  1967: — 


1969 

1968 

1967 

Cattle  (other  than  cows) 

,  # 

12,599 

12,966 

14,213 

Cows  . . 

•  • 

994 

1,821 

1,040 

Calves 

•  • 

811 

902 

776 

Sheep  . . 

•  • 

56,884 

68,808 

66,013 

Pigs 

•  • 

47,636 

47,332 

45,756 

Totals 

•  • 

118,924 

131,829 

127,798 

The  total  kill  shows  a  decrease  of  9.8%  on  the  1968  figure  and 
one  of  6.9%  on  the  1967  kill. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  meat  inspection  at  the  Abattoir 
was  carried  out  by  three  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  also  assisted, 
as  required,  two  Authorised  Meat  Inspectors  at  the  three  other  large 
slaughtering  establishments.  However,  in  March,  one  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  obtained  a  post  with  another  authority  and  efforts 
to  replace  him  were  unsuccessful.  Eventually,  in  October,  the  vacancy 
was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  a  third  Authorised  Meat  Inspector. 

Throughout  the  year  one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  was 
maintained.  In  order  to  achieve  this  necessity,  assistance  was 
provided  by  the  attendance  of  a  public  health  inspector  from  the  office 
as  and  when  required,  following  the  departure  of  the  member  of  the 
meat  inspection  staff. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: — 
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Cattle 
Exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

12,599 

994 

811 

56,884 

47,636 

Number  not  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

4 

4 

39 

62 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3,030 

455 

10 

2,059 

5,407 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

24.0 

46.2 

1.7 

3.7 

11.5 

Tuberculosis: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

156 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

_ 

0.3 

Cysticerci : — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Offal  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  from  all  sources  was  as  follows: — 


Meat  (Tuberculosis) 

Tons 

Cwts. 

1 

Qrs. 

1 

Lbs. 

2 

Offal  (Tuberculosis)  . . 

•  • 

18 

2 

12 

Meat  (Other  Diseases) 

7 

18 

0 

27 

Offal  (Other  Diseases) 

39 

5 

0 

8 

Total 

48 

3 

0 

21 
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Analysis  by  Weight  of  Nlcat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Tot 

als 

Meat 

lbs. 

Offal 

lbs. 

Meat 

lbs. 

Offal 

lbs. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Abattoir 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cold  Stores 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Other  Sources 
Cattle  . . 

142 

2,084 

291 

2,185 

204 

1,868 

11,569 

30 

927 

649 

48,658 

7,685 

138 

7,496 

23,951 

21 

4 

4 

16 

17 

8 

3 

3 

17 

8 

5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

5 

14 

6 

12 

2 

2 

3 

5 

Totals  . . 

142 

2,084 

17,723 

87,928 

48 

3 

0 

21 

The  following  additional  items  were  condemned: — 

13  x  10  lbs.  Tins  Lambs  Livers  1x6  lbs.  Tins  Ox  Tongue 

3x13  lbs.  Tins  Ham  1  Case  Rabbits 

(b)  Private  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  three  large  and  three  small  private  slaughterhouses. 
One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  maintained  at  these  six 
establishments. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  numbers  in  which  disease  was  found : — 


Numbers  of 

Percentage 

animals 

Numbers  in  which 

slaughtered 

disease  found 

diseased 

Bovine  animals 

1,058 

182 

17.2 

Calves 

1 

2.6 

12.4 

Sheep  and  Lambs 
Pigs 

3,012 

46,178 

77 

5,707 

Totals 

50,249 

5,966 
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Analysis  of  animals  in  which  disease  was  found: — 


Bovine 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  affected  with  tuberculosis 

134 

Number  affected  with  other  diseases  . . 
Number  totally  condemned  for 

182 

— 

77 

5,573 

tuberculosis 

Number  partially  condemned  for 

tuberculosis 

_ 

134 

Number  totally  condemned  for  other 

diseases  . . 

_ 

_ 

63 

Number  partially  condemned  for  other 

diseases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5,510 

Meat  and  Offal  condemned. 

The  total 

weight 

of  meat 

and  offal 

condemned  was  as  follows: — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Meat  (Tuberculosis) 

. .  — 

— 

— 

_ 

Offal  (Tuberculosis)  . . 

. .  — 

14 

2 

20 

Meat  (Other  Diseases) 

6 

0 

0 

1 

Offal  (Other  Diseases) 

14 

2 

3 

22 

Total 

20 

17 

2 

15 

2.  Privately  Owned  Lairage 

This  lairage,  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Public  Abattoir,  was 
again  not  used,  but  continued  to  be  maintained  by  the  owners. 

3.  Meat  Wholesale  Depots 

Supervision  of  the  four  depots  was  again  maintained;  two  of  these 
are  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Public  Abattoir  and  two  are 
located  in  the  town  centre. 

All  depots  receive  considerable  quantities  of  home  killed  meat 
in  addition  to  their  supplies  of  frozen  or  chilled. 

The  Imported  Food  Regulations  1968  allow  meat  in  sealed 
containers  to  pass  through  the  receiving  ports  without  inspection  by 
the  Port  Health  Authorities,  provided  that  the  Inland  Authorities 
are  notified  by  them  of  the  details  of  the  consignments  destined  for 
their  respective  areas.  Quantities  of  such  meat  were  received  at  two 
of  the  depots;  no  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  found. 
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4.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Sixty  licences  were  renewed  and  twelve  new  licences  issued, 
making  a  total  of  72  licences  authorising  persons  to  act  as  slaughter¬ 
men  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 


5.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  food  premises  subject 
to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960,  grouped  in  categories 
of  trade  carried  on  in  them : — 


Grocery  and  Provision 

Licensed 

Butchery  . . 

Catering  (including  Factory  Canteens) 
Fruit  and  Greengrocery 
Confectionery 
General 

Fish  Frying  . 

Food  Manufacturing 
Wet  Fish 

Food  Storing  . 

Baking 

Food  Packing  . 


552 

576 

255 

210 

170 

166 

89 

61 

40 

30 

24 

8 

8 


Total  ..  2,189 


6.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Three  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  were  paid 
to  food  premises  for  the  purpose  of  inspection. 

Four  hundred  and  forty-three  visits  were  made  to  shops  and 
warehouses  following  requests  from  the  occupiers  for  the  examination 
of  tinned  and  other  foods  alleged  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  undermentioned  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  destroyed : — 

Meat  at  retail  shops 
Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 
Canned  meats 
Other  canned  foods 
Fish  (fresh) 

Fruit  and  vegetables  (fresh) 

Other  foods 

Total  . 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

— 

17 

3 

6 

_ 

14 

1 

2 

_ 

19 

— 

13 

2 

— 

2 

18 

_ 

9 

2 

7 

39 

13 

1 

15 

3 

13 

2 

12 

48 

8 

1 

17 

Disposal  of  condemned  food.  Carcase  meat  and  offal  are 
processed,  and  tinned  and  other  foods  are  disposed  of  by  incineration 
at  the  Cleansing  Department’s  depot. 
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7.  Grocery  and  Provisions  Shops 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  inspections  of  grocery  and  provision 
shops  were  made.  Twenty-seven  informal  notices  were  served,  22 
were  complied  with  and  159  improvements  recorded. 

8.  Licensed  Premises  (see  under  heading— Licensing  Act,  1964) 

9.  Butchers’  Shops  and  Premises  where  Preserved  Food,  etc. 
is  Prepared  or  Manufactured 

Routine  inspections  of  butchers’  shops  numbered  211 ;  fifty-eight 
informal  notices  were  served,  40  were  complied  with  and  319  improve¬ 
ments  recorded. 

With  regard  to  premises  where  preserved  food,  etc.  is  prepared 
or  manufactured,  routine  inspections  were  made  of  the  registered 
premises. 

10.  Catering  Establishments 

Routine  inspections  totalled  182;  eighteen  informal  notices  were 
served,  5  were  complied  with  and  37  improvements  recorded. 

One  hundred  and  four  swabs  were  taken  from  various  types  of 
food  utensils  at  12  establishments.  Forty-one  swabs  from  6  premises 
were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  coliform  organisms  were 
isolated  in  8  instances. 

11.  Fruit  and  Greengrocery  Shops 

Thirty-nine  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises.  Nine 
informal  notices  were  served;  1  was  complied  with  and  4  improvements 
recorded. 

12.  Confectionery  and  General  Shops 

Routine  inspections  totalled  58;  twelve  informal  notices  were 
served,  4  were  complied  with  and  20  improvements  recorded. 

13.  Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Seventy-five  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises.  Six 
informal  notices  were  served,  2  were  complied  with  and  22  improve¬ 
ments  recorded. 
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14.  Bakehouses 

Five  inspections  of  bakehouses  were  made;  three  informal  notices 
were  served,  1  was  complied  with  and  17  improvements  recorded. 

15.  Food  Premises  (not  previously  commented  upon) 

Inspections  of  other  types  of  food  premises  totalled  43;  eight 

notices  were  served,  7  were  complied  with  and  44  improvements 
recorded. 

16.  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

(a)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  contraventions  found 
and  remedied  with  regard  to  the  requirements  relating  to  food  premises 
under  Part  IV  of  the  Regulations:— 


Contraventions 


Regulation 

14 

Sanitary  conveniences 

Found 

46 

Remedied 

39 

16 

Wash-hand  basins. . 

52 

34 

17 

First-aid  materials . . 

23 

10 

18 

Accommodation  for  clothing,  etc. 

5 

3 

19 

Sinks 

33 

18 

16  &  19 

Soap,  towels,  etc.  . . 

30 

48 

20 

Lighting . 

38 

.  11 

21 

Ventilation 

16 

9 

23 

Cleanliness  and  repair 

506 

399 

24 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . . 

35 

21 

Totals  . . 

784 

592 

With  regard  to  the  other  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  the 
following  table  gives  details  of  the  contraventions  found  and 
remedied : — 

Contraventions 

Regulation  Found  Remedied 

6  Cleanliness  of  equipment . .  . .  . .  84  79 

8  Risk  of  contamination  of  food  . .  . .  37  23 

Totals  ..  121  102 
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(b)  Legal  Proceedings 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 


1.  Part  II 

General  requirements 

2.  Part  III 

Requirements  relating  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  handling  of  food . 

3.  Part  IV 

Requirements  relating  to  food  premises  . . 

Totals  . . 

Total  Fines  and  Costs — £78. 

17.  Licensing  Act,  1964 

Three  hundred  and  seventy  one  licences,  eleven  restaurant 
licences,  two  residential  on  licences,  four  licensed  beerhouses,  one 
licensed  theatre,  163  off  licences,  111  registered  clubs  and  25  licensed 
clubs  were  in  operation  at  31st  December.  During  the  year  four  new 
clubs  and  three  new  restaurants  were  licensed,  one  licensed  club  was 
enlarged  and  two  new  clubs  were  registered;  three  on  licences  were 
closed  pending  rebuilding. 

Ninety-seven  inspections  and  496  re-inspections  were  made  of 
on  and  off  licensed  premises  and  12  initial  inspections  and  88  re¬ 
inspections  were  made  of  registered  clubs. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  contraventions  were  recorded 
and  334  were  remedied. 

Thirty-two  applications  to  the  Licensing  Justices  for  approval 
of  alterations  to  on  licensed  premises  and  licensed  clubs  and  16 
applications  for  the  variation  of  registration  certificates  in  relation  to 
clubs  were  investigated.  Twenty-four  objections  on  public  health 
grounds  were  lodged  with  the  Justices  and  in  all  cases  the  objections 
were  heard  in  Court  and  undertakings  to  comply  were  accepted. 

A  high  standard  was  achieved  in  new  premises  and  in  instances 
where  structural  alterations  were  contemplated  the  proprietors  were 
requested  and  agreed  to  substantially  improve  toilet,  beer  storage, 
crate  storage,  food  preparation,  servery  and  washing  up  facilities. 


Number 

Prosecutions 

Convictions 

2 

6 

2 

10 

4 

16 
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The  preparation  and  sale  of  food  on  licensed  and  registered 
premises  is  increasing  and  in  18  instances  preparation  areas,  complying 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
have  been  provided  separate  from  the  serveries. 

Efficiency  Tests.  Swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken 
from  1 52  drinking  glasses  and  utensils  at  37  licensed  premises  and  the 
following  table  gives  the  details  of  the  results : — 

Number  of  satisfactory  swabs  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Number  of  unsatisfzctorv  swabs  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Details  of  unsatisfactory  swabs: — 


100  — 

250  colonies 

Beer 

Glass 

7 

Utensils 

Total 

7 

251  — 

500 

55 

8 

— 

8 

501  — 

1,000 

55 

2 

— 

2 

1,001  — 

2,000 

55 

38 

— 

38 

2,001  — 

5,000 

59 

12 

- 

12 

5,001  — 

10,000 

99 

5 

1 

6 

Totals  72 

1 

73 

Number  also  showing  E.  Coli  . .  . .  3 

The  brewery  companies  and  licensees  were  informed  of  the  results 
and  detailed  inspections  were  made  of  all  the  27  premises  from  which 
unsatisfactory  swabs  had  been  obtained.  These  inspections  resulted 
in  improved  methods  of  washing  glasses  and  equipment,  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  worn  or  unsuitable  surfaces  in  bar  serveries  and  the  installation 
of  suitable  and  readily  accessible  washing  facilities;  in  all  instances 
repeat  swabs  were  satisfactory. 

18.  Refreshment  Houses  Acts,  1860-1967 

Notifications  of  applications  for  licences  are  received  from  the 
Town  Clerk  so  that  this  department  can  ensure  the  provision  of 
suitable  and  sufficient  toilet  facilities  for  patrons  and  staff  and  also 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960. 

Objections  are  raised  where  necessary  and  details  are  submitted 
to  the  Public  Protection  Committee  for  their  consideration. 

Fifteen  applications,  comprising  two  new  applications  and 
thirteen  renewals  were  investigated  during  the  year. 
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19.  (a)  The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

(i)  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the 

district .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted 

to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  American  Pasteurised  Spray  Dried  Egg  Albumen 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  samples  were  taken  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination;  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated. 

20.  Milk  Supply 

Regular  inspection  of  dairies  was  carried  out  together  with 
supervision  of  milk  processing  by  pasteurisation  and  sterilisation  at 
the  one  dairy  concerned;  routine  visits  were  paid  to  milk  shops. 

Details  of  registrations  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  persons  and  firms  carrying  on  the  trade  of 
Distributor  at  or  from  premises  within  the  borough  . .  626 

Number  of  premises  within  the  borough  used  as  Dairies  6 

Number  of  Dairies  outside  the  borough  retailing  milk 
within  .  4 

Number  of  Dairies  within  the  borough  carrying  out 
heat  treatment  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ’  . .  l 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  145  samples  taken  and  the 
results  of  the  tests  applied: — 


Designation 

Number 

taken 

Appropriate  Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

104 

Phosphatase 

104 

_ 

Methylene  Blue 

96 

8 

Sterilised 

41 

Turbidity 

41 

— 

21.  Ice  Cream 

Manufacturers’  Premises.  Three  premises  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Vendors’  Premises.  Twenty-one  applications  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  were  received  and 
approved,  making  a  total  of  936  premises  registered. 

Routine  inspections  of  both  types  of  premises  were  carried  out. 
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Sampling 

Methylene  Blue  Test.  Forty-one  samples,  including  twelve 
taken  from  mobile  ice  cream  vans  operating  within  the  borough,  were 
examined  and  placed  in  the  Ministry’s  Provisional  Grades. 


The  following  table  shows  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained : — 


Mot 

files 

Pren 

uses 

Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Soft  ice  cream 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

Other  ice  cream 

4 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

22.  Bacteriological  Examinations  (not  previously  commented  upon) 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  other  samples  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  together  with  the  numbers  reported 
upon  adversely  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 


Item 

Number 

Examined 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Creams  . . 

40 

4 

Yoghurts.. 

24 

— 

Shellfish  . . 

20 

3 

Processed  Cheeses 

14 

2 

Minced  Meat 

7 

4 

Milk  Bottle  Rinses 

6 

— 

Sewer  Swabs 

3 

— 

Water  (Ice  Elephants)  . . 

2 

— 

Braised  Steak  . . 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

Totals  . . 

118 

13 

Repeat  samples  were  taken  in  all  instances  where  unsatisfactory 
results  had  been  obtained,  and  these  proved  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  the  three  unsatisfactory  samples  of  shellfish,  the 
consignments  were  surrendered  and  the  layings  closed  for  re-purifica¬ 
tion. 


96 


23.  Sampling 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  samples  of  food  and  drugs, 
consisting  of  15  formal  and  442  informal,  were  taken  for  analysis 
by  the  Public  Analyst;  these  included  samples  of  selected  sweetened 
foods  and  diabetic  preparations  in  order  to  ascertain  if  cyclamates 
had  been  added  and  various  other  foods  to  ascertain  if  the  provisions 
of  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act,  1968  had  been  complied  with. 

Samples  of  milk  and  milk  products  totalled  63  and  2  proved  to 
be  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  394  samples  taken  of  other  food  and  drugs, 
2  formal  and  16  informal  were  reported  upon  adversely. 

The  administrative  action  taken  in  respect  of  all  unsatisfactory 
samples  is  given  in  a  table  following  the  “Summary  of  Samples.” 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Summary  of  Samples 


Articles 

Number  Examined 

Number  Unsatisfactory 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Milk  and  Milk  Products 

_ 

63 

2 

Meat  Products 

3 

91 

1 

4 

Drinks — Alcoholic  . . 

11 

_ 

Non-Alcoholic 

1 

23 

1 

3 

Fats,  Spreads 

— 

54 

2 

Confections  . . 

— 

40 

4 

Condiments  . . 

_ 

35 

_ 

Tinned  Vegetables,  Fruits  and  Fish 

— 

66 

_ 

1 

Preserves 

— 

37 

_ 

1 

Essences  and  Colouring  Matters  . . 

— 

10 

_ 

Continental  Delicacies 

— 

5 

_ 

1 

Drugs  and  Patent  Medicines 

— 

6 

_ 

Sweeteners,  Added  Cyclamates 

— 

12 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

15 

442 

2 

18 

A  further  13  special  drugs  were  taken  and  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 

In  addition,  19  samples  were  taken  for  pesticide  residues  in 
foodstuffs.  The  report  indicated  that  pesticides  were  either  absent 
or  present  in  such  minute  quantities  as  to  be  insignificant. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Administrative  Action  taken  regarding  Samples  found  to  be  Unsatisfactory 
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24.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955— Food  Complaints 

Eighty-five  complaints  were  received  and  investigated;  in  53 
instances  no  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  in  26  instances  and  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  the  following  6  cases. 


Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Result  of  Legal  Proceedings 

Tin  of  jam 

Presence  of  empty 
cigarette  packet 

Firm  of  canners  fined  £10 
with  £7.  7s.  Od.  costs 

Loaf  of  bread 

Presence  of  mould 

Firm  of  baker/retailers 
fined  £20  with  £5  costs 

Bottle  of  sterilised  milk 

Larvae  attached  to 
side  of  bottle 

Dairy  company  fined  £20 
with  £3.  10s.  Od.  costs 

Pack  of  streaky  pork 
roast 

Offensive  and 
discoloured 

Firm  of  retailers  fined 
£20  with  £5  0s.  Od.  costs 

Bottle  of  sterilised  milk 

Presence  of  mould 
growth 

Dairy  company  fined  £20 

Bottle  of  sterilised  milk 

Presence  of  a  plastic 
beetle 

Dairy  company  fined  £20 

25.  Betting,  Gaming  and  Lotteries  Acts,  1963/64 

Notifications  of  applications  for  licences  are  received  from  the 
Town  Clerk  so  that  this  department  can  ensure  compliance  with  the 
relevant  public  health  legislation. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-one  applications  were  investigated  during 
the  year  and  in  eleven  instances  representations  in  relation  to  inade¬ 
quacies  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Protection  Committee  for  their 
consideration. 

Two  of  the  applications  investigated  were  in  respect  of  Amuse¬ 
ment  Arcades;  one  was  approved  and  the  other  refused  by  the  Public 
Protection  Committee.  In  the  latter  instance,  the  proprietors  appealed 
against  the  decision  but  their  appeal  was  not  upheld  by  the  Court. 
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26.  Sales  out  of  Market  Licences 

Nineteen  applications  for  licences  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Improvement  Act,  1869  were  referred 
by  the  General  Manager,  Markets  Department,  to  this  department 
for  action  as  required  under  the  relevant  Food  Hygiene  legislation, 
prior  to  the  issue  of  the  licences. 

The  applications  were  investigated  and  the  appropriate  action 
was  taken  in  each  instance.  Two  applications  were  refused,  and  one 
was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  licensed  mobile  food  shops. 

27.  The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  instances  in  respect 
of  various  contraventions  of  the  above  Regulations. 

In  the  one  instance,  the  defendant  purchased  a  new  mobile  vehicle 
to  replace  the  offending  one,  and  was  operating  same  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  hearing.  In  the  circumstances,  the  Health  Committee 
resolved  to  withdraw  the  prosecutions. 

In  the  second  case,  the  defendant  was  convicted  and  ordered 
to  pay  fines  and  also  a  sum  towards  the  costs  of  the  prosecution. 

28.  Markets 

Regular  routine  inspections  of  the  three  retail  markets  and  the 
one  wholesale  market  were  carried  out. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Open  Retail  Market,  School  Street, 
was  completed  during  the  year.  In  all,  104  stalls  were  accommodated ; 
eighty-eight  were  allocated  for  the  sale  of  fruit  and  vegetables  and 
the  remaining  16  for  the  sale  of  non-consumable  articles. 

All  the  stalls  were  constructed  in  pre-cast  concrete  with  grano¬ 
lithic  floors  and  a  metal  deck  form  of  roof;  after  considerable  research 
the  Borough  Architect  had  decided  that  this  form  of  construction 
was  the  most  suitable  to  meet  the  requirements  of  speed  of  erection, 
robust  condition,  attractive  appearance  and  the  minimum  amount 
of  maintenance. 
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The  walls  of  the  food  stalls  were  surfaced  with  granolithic  and 
mosaic,  the  counters  were  constructed  in  metal,  and  hand  washing 
facilities,  in  the  form  of  a  stainless  steel  washhand  basin  with  a  supply 
of  hot  water  at  a  controlled  temperature,  were  provided  to  each  stall. 

The  snack  bar  in  the  Bilston  Retail  Market  was  renovated  and 
equipped  to  provide  facilities  which  now  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960. 

Discussions  continued  with  the  Borough  Architect  as  to  the 
alterations  also  necessary  at  the  Bilston  and  Wednesfield  Retail 
Markets  and  the  Wholesale  Market,  Wulfruna  Street,  in  order  to 
ensure  their  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966,  but  no  firm  decisions  were  taken. 

29.  Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 


102 


APPENDIX 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  the  year  1969  for  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton 

in  the  County  of  Stafford 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


Part  1  of  the  Act 

1— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  mady  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities 

38 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local  authority 

1,068 

30 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

Not 

known 

7 

Total 

37 

3 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Referred 

which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*”■ ~ * 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

(S.6.) . 

— 

— 

' 

Sanitar)  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

11 

7 

— 

8 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

Total  . . 

15 

8 

— 

8 

- - 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 
133  (l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel 
(Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing) 

21 

Cart  Gear . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

10 

Carding,  etc.,  of 

buttons,  etc. 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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